27/ 08/ 1999
ITMis now Universiti Teknol ogi Mara (HL)

Sar ban Si ngh

SHAH ALAM Thurs. - The Prime M nister today spent a pl easant afternoon
wi th sonme 20, 000 students and fornmer students of Institut Teknol ogi Mara
who, fromthe outset, gave hima warmreception.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, a major figure in canpus affairs as
Education M nister from1974 to 1976, had gone for the neeting am d tal k
of anti-establishnment tendencies anbng sections of the canpus conmunity.

A senior Umo Youth | eader, Zein Isma Ismail, had conpl ai ned that he was
heckl ed during a canpus debate hel d at Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia in
June.

Today, Dr Mahat hir was greeted by | oud appl ause fromstudents on his
arrival at Stadium Ml awati .

The Prime Mnister wasted little tinme in cajoling themw th some
constant thenes |ike the bad experience the country had at the hands of
t he col onial nasters and the i nportance of academ c excel | ence.

Then, he produced a surprise - the upgrading of I TMto Universiti
Teknol ogi Mara - midway i nto his speech which was carried |live over TVL.

Anot her round of appl ause followed and this tinme the students accorded
Dr Mahat hir a standi ng ovati on.

He replied: "Thank you for the appl ause. But don't forget that with the
upgradi ng, there will be added responsibilities. And you will have to work
even harder."

| TM Rect or Dat uk Prof essor Ahmad Zai dee Laidin in his speech earlier
said he was grateful for the large turnout.

"At first, | was worried because there were reports of a few small
groups going around inciting the students not to attend this gathering.

"I amgrateful to God that the students were not influenced by them" he
added.

Al so present were Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak,

Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Orar, several M nisters,
Deputy M ni sters and corporate figures who were students at the institute.

At a Press conference |later, Dr Mahathir was asked how he felt about the
reception he had received.

He said: "As | have always said, there is only a snall nunber of
students who create problens ... asking that the Universities and
Uni versity Col | eges Act be scrapped and all that.

"Those students are not interested in studying. But this is not fair
because the public is paying for their education ... if they don't study,
they will lose alot."

Citing an exanple, Dr Mahathir said a nedical student was recently
charged in court for participating in denonstrations.

"I't doesn't help anybody ... not hinself, not his fam ly, not anybody,"
he said.

Dr Mahat hir al so advi sed t he students to work harder and prove that the
Mal ay race was as good as any ot her.

He sai d when he went to study nedicine in Singapore in 1947, there were
only seven Mal ay students out of the 70 offered the course.

"Qut of the seven Mal ays, only four passed. Just imagi ne howdifficult
it was for us then. Therefore, ny advice to you is to study harder because
it is only through education that we can continue to prosper."

Dr Mahat hir sai d he had experienced difficulties when the country was
col oni sed.



He said he sawBritish rule, the Japanese rule, the period when the
Japanese handed over four States (Kedah, Perlis, Terengganu and Kel ant an)
to Thailand (then Siam and when Mal aya reverted to British rule.

Asked his views on the Universities and University Col |l eges Act, Dr
Mahat hir sai d he saw no reason why it shoul d be scrapped.

"l don't see howthe existence of the Act will be an obstacle to
students studying. All I knowis that the Act will prevent students from
indulging in activities which have nothing to dow th their studies."”

However, Dr Mahathir said if need be, the Act could be revi ewed.

Dr Mahathir al so received contributions fromseveral | TMal umi menbers
for the setting up of Yayasan Budi man Unitekma, a resource centre for
graduat es.

They included Tan Sri Sal | eh Sul ong, Dat uk Ami n Shah Qmar Shah (both
RMLOO, 000), Datuk Fasri Samsudi n, Datuk Rashi d Mai di n (bot h Rv60, 000),
Dat uk Mohd Ariffin Yusof (RM25,000), Datuk Yahya Abdul Jalil (RMR20O, 000)
and Kanarudi n Rahnan ( RML5, 000) .

Dr Mahat hir al so conferred Tokoh Al umi awards on four alummi menbers.
They were Sal | eh, Kual a Lunpur St ock Exchange presi dent Dat uk Mohd Sal | eh
Majid, Fasri and AM M Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd general manager Ai shah Ahmad.

Meanwhi | e, asked when | TMwoul d formal |y adopt the Universiti Teknol ogi
Mara name, Najib said this would be done after the | TM Act was anended.
"That is only a formality. They can start using the nanme if they wish."

| TM has produced 142, 000 graduates since its inception in 1956. Then
known as Rural |ndustrial Devel opnment Authority, its first intake was 25
st udent s.

( END)
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