20/ 07/ 1999
Jaguh hits the road in big, stylish way

Azmi M Anshar; Zubai dah Abu Bakar
GURUN: The Modenas Jaguh is a nmotorcycl e that enbraces the trends of three
eras - the rebel 50s, the easy riding 60s and 70s, and the cruising 90s.

The second nati onal notorcycle, | aunched by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad yesterday, is a sleek 175cc, four-stroke engi ne cruiser
type with an on-the-road price tag of RWr, 500.

It has an appealing el ement for post-war fol ks who experienced Merdeka,
yout hs who were the rage during Fl oner Power and the youngsters grow ng up
now in the Internet age

The first 1,000 custoners will enjoy an introductory price of RVB, 998
and a 30 per cent discount on accessori es.

The first 1,000 units, some of themflagged of f by Dr Mahathir yesterday
when he | aunched it, are avail abl e at nost of Modenas' nmjor distributors.

Two teanms, 10 on each side with one scouring the north and the other the
sout h, have enbarked on a roadshow to introduce the new nodel

The notorcycle, introduced after an extensive market research, is a
st eppi ng- st one nodel to production of bigger engine capacity notorcycles
in the future.

Edar an Mbdenas Sdn Bhd, Mddenas's whol | y-owned di stri buti on conpany,
expects to sell 12,000 units within the first year and 20,000 units the
foll owi ng year.

Jaguh will al so be exported by the end of the year

Conmendi ng Mbdenas on its success, Dr Mahathir said he was proud t hat
t he manuf act urer was capabl e of producing its second nodel within 30
nmont hs of launching its first, the Kriss 110.

Thi s, he said, was possi bl e because of the Ml aysi a Bol eh spirit that
t he Mal aysi an wor kf orce possessed.

"The wor kers assenbl ed 110cc notorcyl es, nowthey are assenbling 175cc
nmotorcyles ... no problem" he said to the cheers and appl ause from
Modenas wor kers wi t nessi ng t he | aunchi ng cerenony at t he Mbdenas plant's
sports conpl ex.

"Today, one notorcycle can be assenbl ed every six mnutes. "

Dr Mahathir readily admtted that Mal aysia was not shy to ask from
others to | earn new technical skills.

He said once the skills were acquired, Ml aysians made the best skilled
wor ker s.

Citing conputer technol ogy as an exanpl e, Dr Mahat hir sai d Mal aysi ans’
expertise in progranm ng equal l ed that of the Europeans and Japanese.

Dr Mahat hir, who bel i eves Mbdenas woul d produce its m|lionth notorcyle,
sai d t he Government encouraged t he company to export its notorcyl es so
that it could mass-produce and bring down the prices.

Mbdenas has exported 12,000 units of Kriss worth RMAO mllion until the
end of |ast year.

Earlier, Mbdenas chairnman Tan Sri Mdhd Sal eh Sul ong sai d Mbdenas had
targeted 25,000 units worth RMLOO million this year for export.

Anong t he new overseas markets are Bangl adesh, Ecuador, Brazil, China,
Mal i, Burkina Faso and Ghana.

Currently, the Kriss is exported to Canbodi a, Greece, South Africa,
Vietnam Iran, Turkey, Argentina, Malta, Egypt, Brunei and Sri Lanka.

"Kriss' ability to enter the international nmarket showed that these
not or cyl es produced in Mal aysia are world class," he said.

Sal eh sai d al t hough the economi ¢ downturn affected | ocal conmponent



production, the programe woul d achi eve 90 per cent by 2001 and 95 per
cent in 2002.

"We manuf act ure hi gh-technol ogy conponents |ike crankshafts and
canmshafts,” he said.

"We will spend anot her RML2, 000 t o manuf acture cyclinder heads next
year, making us the only notorcyl e conmpany i n Mal aysi a whi ch manuf act ures
cyclinder heads."

As for the local nmarket, sal es, which nowstand at 75,000, are expected
to increase to 88,000 units this year.

In 1997, Kriss captured about 46 per cent of the four-stroke 100cc and
above mar ket segnent but it dropped by 45 per cent |ast year due to heavy
pronotion and i ntroduction of new nodels by the conpetitors.
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