04/ 06/ 1999
Japanese version of Dr M's new book | aunched i n Tokyo

Syed Nadzri in Tokyo
TOKYO, Thurs: The Japanese version of Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s new
book, "A New Deal For Asia", was | aunched here today with the publisher
paying glowing tribute to the Prine Mnister as a statesnan of vision.
M Shi gero Tsuganura, the chairman of Tachi bana Publishing I nc, said he
i s sure that Japanese readers will fully appreciate what Dr Mahat hir has
witten.
The hardcover book, titled "Japan's Recovery, Asian Rebuilding", comes a
week after its English version was | aunched i n Kual a Lunpur.
Dr Mahat hir said here the book is witten for Japanese audi ence as it
has special relevance to them
"What | said in the book is what | have al ways been saying," he told a
press conference.
The book, which was | aunched in Mal aysia on May 24 by Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi , | ooks at the financial and
economi ¢ crisis which spread across the region fromm d-1997.
It is significant that the Japanese version has foll owed so quickly
because Japan has earned special nention in the chapters.
Tracing his early years, Dr Mahat hir, anbng ot her things, wote about
inspiration fromthe Japanese - how they were able to defeat the British
in Malaya at the start of the Wrld War Il and how di sciplined the
Japanese were.
"Thi s sonehow i npressed upon nme and | ater convinced nme that with
di scipline, you can naster al nost anything," he wote. "Thus, there was a
new awakeni ng anmongst us that if we wanted to, we could be Iike the
Japanese."
He descri bed Japan as the driving force behind the Asian "economi c
mracle”, through foreign direct investnents.
Dr Mahat hir al so anal yses Asi an val ues and Japan's role in reviving
Asi a.
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