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JE NOT AFFECTI NG TOURI SM | NDUSTRY

CYBERJAYA, March 22 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today that the pig-rel ated Japanese Encephalitis (JE) outbreak has so far
not affected the country's tourismindustry.

"So far no... because we know we have confined this to certain areas
only and it's not affecting the rest of the country,” the prinme mnister
sai d when asked whether the outbreak of the viral disease had affected the
tourismindustry in Ml aysia.

Speaking to reporters after chairing the National Information
Technol ogy Council (N TC) neeting here, he said the governnent's nmain focus
today was on elimnating the disease.

"W want to put a stop toit... this is the nost inmportant thing," he
sai d.

However, he said, the government had al so considered the fate of pig
breeders and had decided that one lottery draw would be allocated to help
them but not to conpensate them

On the difficulty of pig breeders in getting financing for their
ventures follow ng the JE outbreak, Dr Mahathir said that was a probl em
that had to be tackl ed

"We will have to tackle it because the fact is that the financiers do
not think that it is a viable industry anynore... people are not even
eating pork now because they are worried.

"So, obviously people who breed pigs will find there is no market for
pork," he said, adding that because of that, financiers were not willing to
fi nance them anynore.

He said there was no discrinination against pig farmers in that respect
because the normal procedure was for themto go to the bank and try to get
money fromthe bank.

"The bank is not lending... not only to pig farmers but to everbody
el se also...so there is no discrimnation against pig farnmers,” he said.
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