10 JUN 1999
Sport s- Raci ng
JOHOR MOTOR CLUB REFORMS EVENT PACKAGES

JOHOR BAHARU, June 10 (Bernama) -- The Johor Mdtor Cub (JMC) has drawn
up a maj or devel opnment progranme to reformits event packages to neet the
demands of the next millennium its secretary Wan Zaharuddi n Ahmad said
t oday.

To neet the new chal | enges, JMC woul d i nclude three new races for the
1999 cal endar, starting with the Johor Race Series Il to be held at the
Johor Circuit on June 20.

The new races are Mal aysi an Super Sal oon Chal | enge, Silverstone Proton
Chal | enge and the Sout heast Asia Touring Car Zone Chal |l enge.

The Mal aysi an Super Sal oon Chal l enge will have several exotic cars with
| ocal and foreign participation, including Team Petronas.

The Silverstone Proton Challenge, restricted to Mal aysians, will have
close to 20 new faces this season. This event, with four categories (1.5cc
graded and ungraded and 1.6cc and 1.8cc) will include cars |ike Proton
Wra, Putra, Satria, Saga and |swara nakes at the starting grid.

The Sout h-east Asia Touring Car Zone Chall enge has confirnmed entries
fromthe Philippines, Hong Kong, Singapore and Mal aysi a. The organisers are
al so planning to tie-up with a local television conpany for nore air tine
for all the three events.

Conpetitors taking part in the Silverstone Proton Cup 1999 event in the
Johor Race Series 11 on June 20 will get added incentives for conpeting in
the event.

Sports Conmuni cati ons Sdn Bhd, pronoters of the event at the Johor
Circuit, will be offering reduced rates in pit rentals, discounted rates
for the purchase of tyres and other benefits. At least 20 drivers have
al ready signed up for the 1.5cc graded and ungraded race.

"The three events will be the best of Ml aysian notorsport designed to
create a whole dinension. It is inperative for notorsport to shift its
focus towards conceiving newideas to i nfuse excitenent anong racing
ent husi ast s.

"We are confident our efforts will stinmulate a wi der spectrumfor the
nation's energing racing talent. Many of them have proven to be highly
conmpetitive individuals," said Wan Zaharuddi n

JMC s devel opnent programme is al so ainmed at providing a conmuni cati ons
and interactive stage for all those who are directly or indirectly |inked
to the notorsport industry.

They include tyre and car manufacturers and conpani es involved in the
petrol eumi ndustry.

"Motor racing in Malaysia is definitely gaining ground and later this
year the country will host the prestigious Fornula 1 race. It is a ngjor
boost for Asian notorsport, which is a growi ng industry.

"Now that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad hinsel f has
endorsed, notorsport is set to growwith JMCtaking a |eading role in the
devel opnent of notorsport," he added.
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