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Johor sweep shows it is Barisan bastion

Thanam Vi svanat han

JOHCR BARU, Tues. - The Barisan Nasional ran true to formwith its clean
sweep of all 20 parliamentary and 40 State seats, further enhancing its
reputation as a BN and Umo bastion

The BN has enj oyed such overwhel mng majorities at the polls here
election after election, and the pro-BN sentinent is so entrenched
statew de, that even Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohaned has said visiting
Johor had al ways gi ven hi mimense pl easure, for they never failed to
| eave hi mfeeling happy, confident and upbeat.

Still, what took many by surprise was the convinci ng manner i n which the
BN won t he day.

For all the gripping tension of the el ection up north, and the inroads
made by Pas and Keadil an el sewhere, in Johor the conbi ned power of the
opposition front hardly regi stered a dent.

No doubt, the | ocal BN machinery is form dable, well-funded and
extrenmely effective.

Sone BN candi dates did have their majorities reduced but the expected
swing in votes to the Qpposition that had been expected in sone "hot
spots" failed to materialise

To attribute this solely to the oft-bandi ed expl anati on of Johor being
the birthplace of Umo is too sinplistic and shall ow an anal ysi s.

Forner State DAP chai rman S. K. Song, who contested and | ost the Tanbat an
State seat on the PRMticket, adnitted that the Opposition here had
m sread the | ocal nood.

The rather | owvoter turnout in sone areas was al so a di sadvant age for
the OQpposition, but its difficult to "read"” what this meant.

Were voters really unable to make up their minds? O was it sone kind of
message fromthe traditional BN voters, who were too deep-rootedly pro-
establishnment to vote for the Qpposition, but who still wanted to send
some signal to the higher-ups?

As el sewhere, the Opposition | ost ground heavily when it cane to the
Chi nese votes. Wile this was not unexpected, the extent of the swing of
t he Chi nese and I ndian votes to the BN took both sides by conplete
surprise.

There is little doubt that the nmarriage of conveni ence between the
secul ar DAP and PRMwith the I sl am c Pas ef fectively spooked t he Chi nese.

Even the "l ets-vote-for-the-Qpposition-just-to-give-the-BN-a-hard-tine"
type Chinese votes that the DAP and PRMcould traditionally rely on,
total |y abandoned themthis time round.

Chi nese voters, while generally open-m nded to the i dea of having some
ki nd of Oppositioninthe State Assenbly, were however terrified of the
implications of the DAP-PRM al liance with Pas and found the Qpposition
Front too i ncongruous to be a viable alternative.

The non-Mal ays felt that now nore than ever was not the tine to take
chances.

As for the mpjority of Mal ays, the slogan of "Do not shoot yourself in
the foot by killing off your own kind," nade popul ar by |local State
Executi ve Councillor and MCA man Dr Chua Soi Lek, proved potent.

The thumping victory is al so an endorsenent of the back-to-basics
policies of Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman

The effectiveness of Ghani's policies meant that there were not too many
i ssues the Qpposition could ride on at State-level, and npst voters were



inno hurry toruffle the confortable bl anket of relative economc
security and freedomthat they enjoyed, just to make sone political point.
Finally, in stark contrast to el sewhere in the country, the electionin

Johor was notable for its glaring nonotony.
In the final anal ysis, the underlying message of the "Johor Sweep" was a

vote for stability and continuity.
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