18 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r - Jonp
JOMO SHOULD RESI GN FROM GOVT SERVI CE, SAYS PM

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 18 (Bername) -- Universiti Malaya |ecturer Prof Dr Jomp
Kwame Sundaram who has filed a suit to prevent the 10th general election
frombeing held, should resign as a governnment officer, Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today.

He said the attenpt to stop the general election was an irresponsible
act, especially comng fromsoneone who has never voted in an el ection.

Dr Jonop yesterday filed an application asking the High Court to declare
that the general election could not be lawfully held wi thout the
participation of 680,000 people, including him who registered as voters in
April and May this year.

Speaking at a neeting with |l ocal editors at his office here, Dr
Mahat hir said the voter registrati on process was not new and certain
procedures had to be foll owed.

They include verifying the electoral rolls to ensure there are no
phantomvoters, voters are not shifted to anot her constituency without
their know edge and the nanes of deceased voters are del et ed.

Asked on the position of Dr Jonb who is a governnent officer but has
taken the court action, the Prime Mnister said: "He should quit if he
wants to be a politician."

Dr Mahathir said he hinself had resigned as a governnent nedica
of ficer when he wanted to be active in politics sometine ago.

"W as governnent officers nust abide by the General Orders which
prohi bit government officers frombeing actively involved in politics," he
sai d.

Nomi nation for the general election is on Saturday, and polling on Nov
29.
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