23/ 07/ 1999

Journalists to answer questions for a change

TABLES wi I | be turned on journalists covering the 4th Langkaw
International Dialogue '99 as for the first time, they will have to answer
gquestions fromworld | eaders who will include Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad.

Heads of State and CGovernnent at LID'99 will pose thought-provoking
guestions at journalists at a specific dialogue. The topics may i ncl ude
the rol e of the nedia in accel erating and sustaining Asia's economc
recovery.

The BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation) will recording the dial ogue.

Co- organi ser Mal aysi an I ndustry-G oup for Hi gh Technol ogy chairnman Tan
Sri Dr Omar Abdul Rahman said both parties woul d di scuss various matters
on the thene "Mnagi ng the Econonmi ¢ Recovery".

Dr Orar, who is al so Sci ence Adviser to the Prime Mnister, saidthis
was a new feature of the LID'99, to be held at the resort island of
Langkawi fromJuly 25 to 28.

"W have sent invitations to senior nedia officials to be on the panels
of the di al ogue with heads of State and governnment," Onar said at a Press
briefing on the | atest devel opnent of LID'99 in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

"Probably, the Prinme Mnister mght ask newsnen their views on smart
partnership and how useful the idea is as well as their role in pronoting
it.

"Of course, they will al so pose questions at the heads of State and
gover nment . "

He said the dial ogue woul d be held in two sessions. Both sessions will
be facilitated by Chief Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri Abdul Halim
Ali.

Gving the latest information on participants at the LID'99, Dr Onar
sai d ei ght heads of State and government incl uding a ki ng had confirmed
their attendance, bringing a total of nore than 350 del egates, including
sone 250 corporate partici pants.

Presi dent CassamUteemof Mauritius is the | atest head of governnent to
confirmhis attendance. The others are President Festus G Mbgae of

Bot swana, Prinme M nister Dr Pakalitha Bethuel Msisilli of Lesotho, Dr Sam
Nuj ono of Nami bi a, President Orar Hassan Ahmad Al - Bashir of Sudan,
Presi dent Robert Migabe of Zi nbabwe and King Mswati 11 of Swazil and.

Ghana, Seychelles and South Africa will be represented by their vice-
presidents while Deputy Prinme Mnister Dr Supachai Panitchpakdi will
represent Thail and.

Tai wan and Jordan are represented by their finance mnisters, Zanbi a by
its finance and econom c devel oprment minister, Malta by its econonmic
affairs mnister and Tanzania by its energy and mnerals mnister.

Mal awi is to be represented by its director of econom c council while
Kyrgyzstan will be represented by its parlianment speaker Usup Mukanbayev.

Besi des heads of State and government and representatives from17
countries, there will also be participants from21 other countries
i ncl udi ng Japan, Britain, Indonesia and the Phili ppines.
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