16/ 09/ 1999
Journalist says rewitten article won MPl award

Rosnazura | drus

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Are-witten newspaper report on the condition of

m grant workers in the Senmenyi h detenti on canp won the Mal aysi an Press
Institute's News Feature Story Award 1996, the nmgistrate's court was told
t oday.

The Sun reporter Selvi Gopal said she and col | eagues Steven Gan and Umah
Papachan re-wote the story published on Aug 20, 1995 in the newspaper's
Megazi ne section under the maintitle "Shattered Dreans".

She was testifying in the trial where Tenaganita Sdn Bhd director Irene
Fernandez, 52, is charged under the Printing Presses and Publications Act
for publishing a menmorandumtitled, "Abuse, torture and dehumani sed
treatnent of migrant workers in detention canps."”

The of fence was al l egedly committed at Tenaganita prem ses in Lorong
Bunus Enamoff Jal an Masjid I ndia on Aug 25, 1995. She faces a maxi mum
sentence of three years' jail or RM20, 000 fine or both.

Selvi said the stories were re-witten froma two-series article which
wer e supposed to be published on June 11, 1995 under the main title "Death
Canp" and on June 13, 1995 under the main title "Inside Story".

She said the award was presented by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Selvi said the original stories in "Death Canp" and "Inside Story" in
whi ch she wote articles titled "Fortune Seekers" and "Honest Labour"
respectively were spiked.

She said she was told of this by Gan and | ater by the conpany's managi ng
director Philip Soo.

Sel vi was about to answer counsel R Sivarasa's question on the reason
gi ven by Soo for not publishing the stories when Deputy Public Prosecutor
Shamsul Sul ai man obj ect ed.

Shansul said the answer by Selvi woul d be hearsay unless Soo was cal |l ed
to testify.

Bef ore proceedi ngs started this norning, Shanmsul told the court that the
prosecution decided not to continuewithits objection on Monday agai nst
the adm ssibility of the tape recordi ngs nade by Sel vi .

"The prosecution thinks that it is nore appropriate for the objectionto
be raised during the cross-exanination of this witness |ater,"” he said.

The def ence had produced four tapes. The first two contain interviews
with mgrant workers and a doctor fromthe Kajang Hospital, the third a
t el ephone conversation with Dr Arasa Rat namal so fromthe Kaj ang Hospi t al
and the fourth a face-to-face intervieww th Dr Arasa. Al the recordings
were made by Sel vi.

The court was supposed to deliver its decision on the admssibility of
t he t apes yest erday but proceedi ngs were post poned today as the accused
was si ck.

Today, the court also heard the face-to-face conversation between Sel vi
and Dr Arasa. The conversation revol ved around t he nunber of m grant
wor kers fromthe Senenyi h canp who di ed and of those admtted to hospital.

Asked by Sivarasa why Dr Arasa had earlier deni ed having the
conversation with her, Selvi said Dr Arasa had refused to tell her nore
about the nunber of migrant workers fromthe Senenyi h canp who were
adm tted and di ed at the hospital when she net her at the hospital.

She said Dr Arasa had on the previous day told her over the tel ephone
that the hospital received dead bodi es fromthe canp.



The information pertaining to the nunber of mnigrant workers who died or
were admitted to the hospital was read in court today.

Sel vi said during the phone conversation, Dr Arasa had told her that
there were six nmigrant workers fromthe canp who di ed and were brought to
the hospital.

Hearing before magi strate Julina Mohamad conti nues.

( END)



	Journalist says rewritten article won MPI award (NST 16/09/1999)

