23/ 11/ 1999

Journeying into Pas heartl and

PENGKALAN Chepa i s Pas country. Kel antan Menteri Besar Dat uk Ni k Abdul
Aziz NNk Mat lives here, not far fromthe banks of the Sungai Mel aka in
Kampung Sungai Mel aka.

The house is now surrounded by a rather nodern conpl ex of buildings - a
nosque, a nulti-storied residential religious school and a |l arge hall, al
painted a pal e green.

Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah's convoy of cars sped by the village through the
steady drizzle, blue-and-white Barisan Nasional flags fluttering fromthe
roofs of the cars

Roads al |l over Kota baru have been turned into a war of green versus
bl ue, but here i n Pengkal an Chepa, the greens out-nunber the bl ues.

It isonly alittle after two in the afternoon but the day has turned as
grey as dusk, for Novenber is the prelude to the nonsoons. The prom se of
floods is everywhere - in the swollen rivers and the snall | akes that have
formed around | ow | yi ng houses.

Tengku Razal ei gh had pl anned on naki ng spot stops around Peringat that
nor ni ng but he had barely covered Melor - one of the State constituencies
in Peringat - when it began pouring cats and dogs.

The rain had eased of f sonmewhat by afternoon and t he Kel antan Umo chi ef
was now headed for Panchor, one of three State constituencies in Pengkal an
Chepa.

Tengku Razal eigh i s casually, but neatly, attired - a | oose blue and
whi te checked shirt, dark trousers and polished | eat her shoes. He is 62,
but has the wal k of one much younger - brisk and upright.

The convoy stops at Kanmpung Pasir Kasar, turning the otherw se sl eepi ng
hol l ow i nto a hive of sound and peopl e.

This is a farm ng community and the faces in the crowmd are tanned and
weat her-beaten. An elderly man in a brown coat, his face winkled in deep
grooves, was wearing an Al liance badge that he had sonehow kept i n m nt
condition! Definitely not a party-hopper, this one.

The vill agers here use the nmost econom cal abbreviation for Tengku
Razal ei gh | have heard - they refer to himsinply as "Ku" (for Tengku).

The BN post in Pasir Kasar was plastered with hundreds of dacing
stickers. Wth only nine days to canpaign, this was not the time for
wi ndi ng speeches and Tengku Razal ei gh' s speech was brief, taking a by now
famliar line - Malay unity, Pas has acconplished nothing in 10 years, and
choosi ng a governnent whi ch can deliver

Politics and the weat her are somewhat tied up at the nonment and he j oked
that "the noon is good in clear weather but it has not been seen for a
while now with the cloudy skies."

Then, somewhat cheekily, he added: "The rain is good. Pas people have to
stay at horme and watch TV and the TV is full of propaganda." This was a BN
crowd but they had a hearty | augh anyway.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad may be Pas' favourite villian but he is
very much Kel antan BN s ral | yi ng asset and his posters are everywhere. But
t he peopl e i n Tengku Razal ei gh' s ent ourage wear bi g, pin-on badges of
Tengku Razal ei gh

The next stop is the house of G kgu Yusof Deris, formerly the | oca
Semangat 46 strongman and nowt he Unmmo strongman. He is thrilled with
Tengku Razal eigh's visit.

A mansi on-styl e house being built on the plot adjacent to his house is



the talk of the village.

"It belongs to a MPKB (Kota Baru Municipal Council) staff,” one of |oca
men said with a neani ngful | ook.

I nsi de t he house, everyone sitsinacircle onthe floor. This tine,
there are short speeches fromthe BN candi dat es.

The parlianmentary candi date, a former university |l ecturer, Mhd Noor
Deris, is considered a coup of sorts for Umo. He was a fornmer Pas Dewan
U ama nenber but [ eft Pas six nonths ago and joi ned Umo | ast nont h.

The rai ns have put a halt to the string of nightly ceranmah that have

becone part of cultural Iife here the |ast year and both sides have had to
adj ust their canpai gning styl es.
Pas still cones alive after nmahgrib prayers but nowrestricts itself to

i ndoor ceramah and di al ogues of about 100 peopl e at private hones, suraus
and madr asahs.

But Tengku Razal ei gh, as the State Umo chief, intends to go round al
14 constituencies this week - short stops at strategi c spots and houses of
| ocal community | eaders who are i nfluential and respected in their kanpung
be it politically or sinply as a village el der.

And t he consunmat e politician in himshows in his deft touch of the
synbol ic gesture. Hi s choice of Peringat as his first parlianmentary round
was exactly one such gesture, ained particularly at Umo Peri ngat
strongnman and Rural Devel opnent M nister Datuk Anuar Miusa. It was
basically his way of acknow edgi ng the rol e and status of Anuar, his
protege until the 1987 split in Umo.

The strategic value of "giving face" is still an under-conprehended
concept anong non- Chi nese. But Tengku Razal ei gh understands it well. One
of his priorities since being appointed to head Kel antan Umo has been
maki ng sure that none of the existing figures of influence feel slighted
or threatened by his el evation

For instance, when Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi visited Gua Misang
several weeks ago for a rural devel opnent function, Tengku Razal ei gh had
tactfully all owed Anuar to take centrestage besi de Pak Lah since the
progranmme was connected to Anuar's Rural Devel opment M nistry.

Hence, his visit to Panchor that afternoon was seen as a conciliatory
gesture towards the Panchor candidate Ariffin Hami d, a tough-|ooking man
who is closely aligned to Anuar. And Ariffin was said to be touched by
Tengku Razal ei gh' s presence

The nessage sent out is unm stakable: what's past is past, thisis a
time for working together.

Umo people in Kelantan like to joke that it takes a few days for people
to get over the shock of being picked or dropped as a candi date. Thus,
when we passed a man standi ng rat her dazed by the roadsi de, soneone joked
t hat he nust be one of those not picked, inviting roars of |aughter.

The ent ourage that afternoon kept growing. By the tine it pulled out of
Panchor, there were close to 20 cars.

There was a brief stop at Wakaf Zain, where within mnutes a sizeable
crowd had swar ned around Tengku Razal ei gh. Those at the back coul d hardly
hear him- Tengku Razal eigh is an enphatic and witty speaker but wi thout a
m crophone system he is actually rather soft-spoken, rarely raising his
voi ce.

As an Umo politician once said: "He is a prince. He doesn't have to
speak loudly ... people will still strain to hear what he has to say."

But there was little doubt that word that "Tengku dat ang waktu hujan,"
and the few sentences he spoke woul d be known t hroughout the kanpung by
eveni ng. The power of word of nmouth anong the rural fol k cannot be
under est i nat ed.

Soon the cars were speedi ng back to Kota Baru town, passing the Parti



Keadi | an Nasi onal headquarters. The powder bl ue and white Keadil an fl ags
are quite apparent al though only four of its candi dates are being fi el ded
here. But generally, there are fewrem nders in these parts of the

exi stence of the Alternative Front.

Al most overni ght, hundreds of "posts"” have sprung up all over. These are
little huts or buildings which are nulti-purpose confluences for party
wor kers. They may neet there before they di sperse out to canpaign, or the
men may cone there to | epak and talk politics in the evenings. Every post
al so l ooks after a certain nunber of househol ds whomthey guard j eal ously
agai nst the other side.

The rai n was pel ting down rather heavily by the tine Tengku Razal ei gh's
entourage arrived at Bunut Payong to call upon an el derly man known as
Haji QOmar, who had not been too well. "Dia orang | ama, " one of those in
t he ent ourage expl ained of the visit.

Tengku Razal ei gh pops into several other houses. By then, it is close to
6. 30pm pouring heavily and time for a pause.

( END)
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