15/ 09/ 1999

Judgi ng begins for first Internet awards

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Judgi ng began today for Malaysia's first Internet
awar ds, whi ch has received 558 entries in 10 categories of |nternet
excel | ence.

"The response has been overwhelmng, and for a first-time event it's a
very good start," said Tengku Dat uk Dr Mohd Azzman Shari ff adeen, presi dent
and chi ef executive officer of M nps Berhad.

Earlier this year Mnos initiated the awards, known as the @y ' 99
Awards, to pronote the best of the Internet industry. The awards are
schedul ed to be held annual ly, making it one of the fewin Asia.

Tengku Azzman, who was briefing the 26 judges at the Pan Pacific Hotel
bef ore t he judgi ng sessi ons began, said M nbs hoped that the award-w nni ng
entri es woul d be consi dered benchnmar ks of excel | ence whi ch the i ndustry
could aspire to.

"Al though I nternet penetration hereis lowat |ess than 10 per cent, in
terns of sophistication of thinking and operating the Internet, | believe
we are up front with the npbst aggressive countries in the world."

However, Tengku Azzman noted t hat nost of the entries were bei ng hosted
by portal s based overseas, and sai d he hoped that woul d change with t he
next awards.

The judging panel this year is nade up of acadenmics, journalists, youth
organi sation representatives, | T experts and policy makers.

Anong t he judges are Tengku Azznman hi nsel f, Mal aysi an Communi cati on and
Mul t i medi a Comi ssi on chai rman Dr Syed Hussei n Mohaned, New Straits Ti nes
Press (M Bhd group editor-in-chief Datuk A Kadir Jasin and Ml aysi an
Technol ogy Devel opnent Cor poration chi ef executive of fi cer Datuk Anuar Ml
Nor .

Al so judgi ng are Ml aysi an Yout h Council president Saifuddin Abdul | ah
and Uni versiti Kebangsaan Mal aysi a' s academ c devel opnent director
Prof essor Datin Dr Sharifah Hapsah Shahabudi n.

The event is jointly organi sed by M nos, the NSTP, SistemTel evisyen
Mal aysi a Berhad and e- Asia Sdn Bhd.

Entrants will be conpeting for honours in the conrercial, public sector,
education and non-profit sites, nobst popul ar site, nost creative online
banner advertisenent, excellence in e-comerce, best organisational use of
the I nternet, best national | anguage site and best comunity devel opment
site.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will attend the awards
presentation cerenony, whichis tentatively schedul ed for Cct 29.
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