24/ 11/ 1999

Kadazandusun “too long victins of PBS

PAPAR, Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said the tinme has cone for
t he Kadazandusun community to support Bari san Nasional as it has too | ong
been the victinms of Parti Bersatu Sabah's | eaders.

Dr Mahathir said the BN was the best fornula for the Kadazandusun to
realise their rights, as BN conmponent parties are given equal
opportunities to make their views heard, no matter howsnall the party.

He said the BN woul d never again accept any offers of co-operation from
the PBS after the party abruptly decided to | eave the BN on the eve of the
1990 general el ection.

"I't was a stab in the back," said Dr Mahathir during the ground-breaking
cerenony for the canp of the 16th brigade of the General Operations Force
here today.

Dr Mahathir said BN did not want to ostraci se the Kadazandusun peopl e,
and real i sed t hey possessed rights |i ke other Buni putera conmmunities.

However, he said the community was side-lined by certain PBS | eaders who
grabbed all the positions.

Dr Mahathir said the BN, realising the inportance of Kadazandusun
representation, decided to open its doors to them including Tan Sri
Ber nard Donpok's Upko party and Tan Sri Joseph Kurup's PBRS.

As such, he said the time had cone for themto support the BN through
Upko, PBRS and Umo to claimtheir stake in Government.

"I'f not, then areas where Kadazanbdusun are the magjority will | ose out
bacause it woul d be i npossible to see progress in these areas,"” said Dr
Mahat hi r .

He | ater accepted former PBS strongman and former Akar president Datuk
Mar k Koding's application to join Umo.

Lat er, addressing BN canpai gners and workers in Kota Ki nabal u, Dr
Mahat hi r hoped that Sabah BN woul d deliver a minimumof 16 parlianmentary
seats.

He said it was not inpossible for the BNto win all the 20 parlianentary
seats in Sabah if all the component parties worked i n cohesion.

He al so said that there was no reason why the BN could not winin
Kadazandusun constituenci es which are traditionally Parti Bersatu Sabah
stronghol ds.

"The Kadazandusuns shoul d not all owthenselves to fall victi mto Datuk
Joseph Pairin Kitingan's grand anbition to remai n as t he paranmount | eader
of the Kadazandusun," he said.

Dr Mahat hir, who is BN chai rman, said said voters, especially BN
supporters, should not | ook at the candidate but the BNas a whole as it
was t he BN whi ch woul d formthe governnent and not the candi date.

Dr Mahathir said it was the responsibility of BN workers to ensure that
al |l BN supporters cone out to vote on polling day.

Speaking to reporters at the Kota Kinabal u ai rport before | eaving for
Sarawak toni ght, Dr Mahathir said BN was not only confident of a strong
showi ng i n Sabah but in Kelantan as well.

"There is a possibility we will win and be able to forma Governnment (in
Kel antan)," he said.
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