20/ 02/ 1999

Kadazandusun and Murut honour PMas " premer son'

KENI NGAU, Fri. - In a special honour given to favourite sons, the
Kadazandusuns and Muruts of Sabah's Interior Division have adopted Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad as "premer son".

The di vi sion conprises the districts of Tambunan, Keni ngau, Tenom
Nabawan and Pensi angan.

In honour of the Prime Mnister, a park dedicated to himw |l al so be
built in Keningau aptly named Taman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir.

Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Joseph Kurup made the announcenents during a
| eader-wi t h-the peopl e session.

"W hope that you (Dr Mahathir) will accept and acknow edge our offers,"
Kurup, the Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) president, said. "This is our
way and tradition to say thank you to a country's respected | eader."

Respondi ng to the dedi cations, Dr Mahathir said: "I acknow edge now | am
one of you."

Dr Mahathir, who is on the second day of his state visit to Sabah, had
journeyed to this heartland of Kadazandusuns and Miruts.

He produced a pantun and charned a boi st erous audi ence at the Keni ngau
Sports Conmpl ex multi-purpose hall when he said: "You are ny famly."

Referring to "adi k kakak" (brothers and sisters), Dr Mahathir saidto
| oud appl ause that although far away and unable to be in Keningau often,
"you will not be far fromny thoughts".

Kurup had conveyed the pantun to Dr Mahathir who admitted to not being
adept at penning such verses.

However, he obliged with areply "witten by ny friend" with an epil ogue
that had the words "in this country, we are all famly".

I n between t he pant un exchange, the Bari san Nasional chairman did not
forget the primary purpose of his visit to Sabah: he read a | i ne which
roughly meant "fami |y nenbers should vote for each other”.

"Do not forget to vote for Barisan Nasional," he said, referringto the
i M nent State el ections.

Dr Mahathir recalled he first went to Keningau in 1965 with t hen Deputy
Prime M nister Tun Abdul Razak.

"While here, | witnessed the reviving of the oath of loyalty to
Mal aysi a. "

The oath-readi ng was | ed by Native Chief Al exander Kadau. The oath was
first read by the late Datuk G S. Sundang 36 years ago.

The Interior Division popul ati on, especially the Kadazandusun and Mur ut,
had initially objected to Sabah being part of of Ml aysia but Iater
agr eed.

( END)
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