21/ 05/ 1999
Kadir and Khal il appointed ministers

Fauzi ah | smai |

DEPUTY Home M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir repl aces Dat uk
Sabaruddin Chik as Culture, Arts and Touri smM ni ster whil e Pahang Ment eri
Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob takes over as Infornation M nister from Datuk
Mohanmed Rahmat .

The resi gnati ons of Sabbaruddi n and Mohaned t ook ef fect yesterday, Prine
M ni ster datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d.

They had submitted their resignation letters to hi mtwo weeks ago.

"The m nisters who resigned fromtheir posts have carried out their
duties well. But in viewof their resignations, we have to nane the
replacenents," he said at a press conference in Kual a Lunpur.

I n announci ng the second Cabi net reshuffle this year, Dr Mahathir said
Mohanmed and Sabbaruddi n did not give any reasons for their decision.
Asked about Sabbaruddin's statenent on Wednesday t hat he was asked to
resign, Dr Mahathir said: "Sabbaruddi n saw ne and said he would i ke to
resign. And no, it is not because of health reasons".

"He is quite all right and a | ot of other people his age could still
wor k, " he said.

In viewof Khalil's appointnent as Information M nister, Dr Mahathir

sai d, Pel angai state assenbl ynman and st ate executive councill or Dat uk
Adnan Yaakob will replace himas Menteri Besar of Pahang.

The Prime M nister al so announced t he appoi nt nent of Deputy Housi ng and
Local Governnment M nister Datuk Azm Khalid as Deputy Hone M nister in
pl ace of Abdul Kadir. Azmi's previous post is in turn assunmed by
Informati on M nistry parlianmentary secreatry Dat uk Shafi e Apdal .

Dat uk Pandi kar Amin Mulia, president of Sabah Bari san Nasi onal conponent
party Akar, is neanwhile named M nister inthe Prime Mnister's
Departnent. He repl aces Dat uk Chong Kah Ki at, who resigned | ast february
to contest in the Sabah state el ectons.

Bot h Pandi kar Anmin and Khalil will be sworn in as senators on May 24 to
enabl e themto take up the posts. The appoi ntment of the m nisters and
deputy ministers will take effect on May 25, after being sworn in before
the Yang di-Pertuan Agong.

Dr Mahathir said Khalil will also repl ace Sabbaruddi n as Umo secretary-
general, while Mbohanmed remnai ns as Bari san Nasi onal secretary-general.
Asked if the changes in the Cabinet are meant to pave the way for a
stronger government to face the polls, he said: "Well, it (the Governnent)
has al ways been in a strong position but we have to make changes. "

On whet her there woul d be further changes to the Cabi net, he said: "I
won't be able to tell you. | have no idea yet. Wen the tinme cones, you
can suggest to ne."

As for his advice to the younger | eaders, the Prime Mnister said: "They
nmust show t hat they have the stam na".

"They have to accept that it takes tine. It took ne 18 years in the
party to becone a Menmber of Parlianent and anot her 10 years before |
became a minister.

"I becane the Prime M nister at the age of 56. It takes a long tine. W
all take a long tinme."

Asked when t he country can expect a general el ection, Dr Mahathir said:
"As you know, it is the government whi ch deci des the date of the el ection.
It is not afixed date as in sone countries. We will make an assessment of
the climate, school holidays... all kinds of things."



The general election is due before June next year.
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