21/ 05/ 1999
Kadir thanks PM says patience pays off
DATUK Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir yesterday t hanked Prime M ni ster Dat uk

Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad for appointing himas the Culture, Arts and
TourismM nister, saying that his patience in the party and in the Cabinet

has paid off.
"I have been in the Cabinet for the last 16 years ... ny nane is
menti oned when there is a Cabi net reshuffl e but nothi ng happens ... only

now, it istrue,” hetold reporters in Shah Alamafter |aunching a skills-
enhancenent progranmme for students.
Kadi r said he has served UMNO for the past 43 years, describing it as a
"l ong and tough journey".
He advi sed party nenbers to be prepared to work hard i nstead of aspiring
for posts. They should give priority to the party struggle.
"I becane a lawyer in 1970 at a ti me when there were not many graduates
inthe party. | could have risen fast but | took it step by step to be
where | amnow, " he said.
Abdul Kadir was t he Deputy Home M ni ster before Dr Mahat hir naned hi m as
t he successor to Datuk Seri Sabbaruddi n Chi k, who resigned as Cul ture,
Arts and TourismM ni ster effective yesterday.
"I would like to thank the Prime M nister for giving ne a chance to do
my duty for the Governnent and the people," he said.
Kadi r al so said that he had the opportunity to serve under all of the
country's prine mnisters.
Ber nama reports: Pahang Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohd Khal il Yaakob, who
has been appoi nted I nformati on M nister to repl ace Dat uk Mohanmed Rahmat ,
t hanked the party and t he governnent | eadership for their confidence in
hi m
He said he woul d do his best not to di sappoint them
Khal il said as Umo secretary-general, he would continue with the good
wor k by hi s predecessor Sabbaruddi n because there is continuity anong Umo
menbers.
Meanwhi | e, Deputy Housi ng and Local CGovernnment M nister Datuk Azm
Khal i d descri bed hi s new appoi nt mrent as Deputy Home M ni ster as a new
responsibility. "lIt's a newarea for ne,” hetold reporters at the
Par | i ament | obby yesterday.
Azm said he would famliarise hinmself with his new duties as soon as
possi bl e. He al so thanked the Prime M nister for the appointnent.
He repl aces Abdul Kadir who has been pronoted as Culture, Arts and
Tourism M ni ster.
I n Kuant an, Pahang executive councillor and state assenbl ynman for
Pel angai, Dat uk Adnan Yaakob expressed gratitude to Dr Mahathir for
entrusting himw th the heavy responsi bility of headi ng t he Pahang State
Gover nient .
"l heard the Prine Mnister's announcenment and | thank himfor his faith
inne and this is indeed a heavy responsibility," he said.
"God willing, | will discharge nmy newduties to the best of ny ability,"
he said.
The changes, if any, to the State Executive Council will only be
announced after he takes his oath before the Sultan of Pahang at |stana
Abu Bakar in Pekan on Tuesday.
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