26/ 10/ 1999
Kar pal using Anwar's sodony trial to gain political mleage

Tengku Adnan Tengku Mansor

| READ with great regret the statement nade by DAP vice-chai rman Karpa
Singh in court on Friday during the sodomy trial of Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim It is definitely an act of "kurang ajar"”.

To accuse the Prime Mnister of "practically telling the judge you can
go to hell" and that Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad "is not afraid of
anyt hing i ncl udi ng God" i s nbst unbeconmi ng of a very rich senior |awer
and politician, who has personal ly benefited i nmensely in a stabl e and
econom cal |y prosperous Mal aysi a. The Prine M ni ster i ndeed never made
such commrents or any statenent inplying the sane.

Karpal is an unethical lawer. He is using the courts as a platformto
pronote his political agenda and propaganda, know ng very wel | that
staterments made in court will not attract |legal suits. He is using Anwar's
sodony trial to gain political mleage.

Karpal is a very rich |l awer owni ng many bungal ows and buildings in
Mal aysi a and el sewhere, including Thailand fromwhere his wife hails.

| would like to rem nd Karpal that his wealth i s nade possible only
because of a prosperous Ml aysi a and t he abl e | eadership of the Prine
M ni ster.

In accusing the Prime Mnister of "not being afraid of God", Karpal is
inactual fact stating that the Prine Mnister is an apostate. This is a
serious accusation against a Muslimby a non-Mislim Karpal is, therefore,
extremely atrocious and grossly irresponsible. Karpal is "kurang ajar”.

| amtold that Karpal hardly serves the people in his constituency.
Obvi ously he cannot dedicate any tine for the constituency because he is
only interested in his | egal profession. On the other hand, he deceives
the public by portraying hinself as a perfect man of the peopl e.

Karpal is nerely making use of Anwar politically to increase his
popul arity and in the process getting richer and well-known. He is
obviously paid a hefty fee to "represent” Anwar. Karpal's statenent is
made solely for his own political gain.

Karpal is able to practise his political and | egal antics in Ml aysia
because of Dr Mahathir's tol erant and denocratic style of Governnent.

Kar pal has successful ly mani pul ated the Mal aysi an political and | ega
systemto becone very rich and famous and yet he portrays an i mage of a
poor opposition politician chanpioning the cause of the "weak and
downt r odden and al | eged vi ctins of injustice and conspiracies”.

Kar pal coul d not have achieved his current rich and fanmous status in a
Governnent that was | ess tol erant and egalitarian

Anot her of Karpal's desperate political antics is the clai mof arsenic
poi soni ng of Anwar.

Thi s untrue and unfounded al | egation resulted i n demonstrati ons and
riots causi ng damage to i nnocent people's properties. Furthernore, the
al | egati on was i ngeniously tinmed to coincide with the Commpnweal th Law
Conference and the Apec Sunmt to boost his political fame at the expense
of the country's inage.

This is the kind of irresponsible politician we have i n Mal aysi a who
woul d risk stability and peace in the country for his own politica
benefit.

| urge the Attorney-Ceneral to study Karpal's antics over the arsenic
poi soni ng cl ai mand consi der charging hi mfor his despicable actions. The
Bar Council al so should act agai nst this | awer.
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