02 NOV 1999
Par | i anment - Debat e
KARPAL' S EXPLANATI ON ERUPTS | NTO SLANG NG MATCH

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 2 (Bernamm) -- A heated verbal exchange between the
menber for Jel utong-cum | awer Karpal Singh and governnent backbenchers
erupted at the Dewan Rakyat today as the House was debating next year's
Budget .

It occurred when Karpal was explaining to the House his reasons for
defending former deputy prinme mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimin Anwar's
current sodony trial in the H gh Court.

Speaker Tun Mohanmed Zahir Isnmail called for order when the slanging
mat ch threatened to go out of control with Karpal and the governnent
back- benchers chal | engi ng each ot her.

The incident started when Datuk Dr Janal uddin Jarjis (BN Ronpin), who
was debating the 2000 Supply Bill, read out to the House, a page one report
in today's Utusan Ml aysi a newspaper headlined "Aduan si asat Karpal "

(conpl aint calls for probe agai nst Karpal).

Karpal then rose alleging that the conplaint was basel ess and that the
group |l odging the conplaint was an illegal one. Karpal also asked the
police to investigate the group nmentioned in the news report.

"None of ny actions is against the law," Karpal said referring to his
defence of Anwar in the sodony case.

Even before Karpal could finish speaki ng Wan Hanafi ah Wan Mat Saman
(BN- Pokok Sena) stood and read out parts of the parlianmentary hansard dated
Dec 18 1997 whi ch nentioned Karpal questioning the governnent for not
acting agai nst Anwar for all eged sexual m sconduct.

"He'd asked us (the government) to take action. Wen we've taken action
he now turns to defend him (Anwar)," said Wan Hanafi ah

Seeing no end in sight to the verbal exchange between Karpal, Wan
Hanafi ah, Noh Orar (BN-Tanjong Karang) and Janal uddi n, the Speaker then
interrupted and asked themto |l et the Bar Council handle the matter.

The Utusan Ml aysia report nentioned about a group calling itself the
peopl e' s action group agai nst Karpal Singh |odging a formal conpl aint and
demandi ng the Bar Council to investigate Karpal in the interest of
preserving the sanctity of the country's | aws.

The group reportedly conprised 71 | awers, corporate | eaders,
representatives of non-governnental organisations and individuals.

The group listed down, what it clained as several proofs of Karpal's
public statenents about Anwar's alleged sexual m sconduct and that yet the
| awyer chose to be Anwar's defence counsel.

Earlier, Noh rose to ask Karpal why did he not take up the case for
Ummi Hafil da and Azi zan Abu Bakar who net himnuch earlier and whether he
chose to take up Anwar's case because Anwar was a forner deputy prine
nm ni ster.

(Umi and Azi zan were the prosecution's key witness in Anwar's earlier
corruption trial. Anwar was subsequently convicted on four counts of
corrupt practice and jailed six years).

At this juncture, the Speaker firmy rem nded the nmenber concerned to
just let the matter at hand be dealt with by the Bar Council

"There's no need to bring this natter to the House," Mhaned Zahir
sai d.

When his turn canme to debate the bill, Karpal took the opportunity to
rebut allegations nmade by governnent back-benchers agai nst him sparking
yet anot her round of slanging natch.



Karpal did not rmake way for governnment back-benchers who rose to seek
clarification fromhimexcept for parlianentary opposition | eader LimKit
Si ang (DAP-Taj ong) who was seated next to him

By this tinme, the Deputy Speaker Datuk Ong Tee Keat was presiding over
the sitting and heard a voll ey of unparlianentary words such as "bodoh"
"baghal " (stupid), bai (singh), "kerbau" (buffalo), and "otak kecil™
(pea- brai ned) bei ng exchanged.

Ong appealed to the menbers to remain cal mand refrain fromusi ng words
whi ch may of fend other MPs in the House.

Kar pal , who proceeded with the debate, al so spoke about Prine M nister

Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's willingness to testify in Anwar's current
trial only to give statenent relating to the sodony charge.
"The prinme mnister's attitude is unbecom ng. | worry that other

wi t nesses may al so set such condition," Karpal said.
Ong then reprimanded Karpal and asked the nenber not to nake
assunptions.

To this Karpal replied:"l hope the prine minister will cone."

"It's better for ne to see himin court," Karpal said ending his
speech.

Al so debating the bill, Datuk Ruhanie Ahnmad (BN-Parit Sul ong) proposed

that the government carry out a programe to inprove and sustain Bum putera
students' nmastery of mathematics, additional mathematics, physics,
chem stry and diology after they have sat for the SPM exam nati on.

He said such a sal vage programe was crucial for their enlarged
enrol ment into science and technol ogy courses in public universities as
envi saged by the governnent.

"Their mastery of these subjects would have to be inproved first before
streami ng themfor university-level science and techonol ogy courses.

"Otherwi se they' Il be left straggling behind their non-Buniputera
peers," he said.

Ruhani e said while the governnent had been spending millions of ringgit

to rehabilitate young drug addicts, it should also be willing to invest in
t he proposed programe to sal vage Bumi putera students.
Husni Hanadzl ah (BN Tanbun), in supporting the bill, said if the

growi ng tendency of some Malays to subscribe to extremi smwas |eft
unchecked, Muslinms in the country would be weakened.

The brand of extrem smwhich the opposition party PAS was trying to
expound woul d only divide the Mal ays even over trivial issues, he said.

The House sits again tonorrow.
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