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Let's make Dr Mahathir's greatest |egacy areality

Ivo Vasiljev

WHEN | first arrived in Malaysiain February 1995 and was comi ng down t he
Federal H ghway from Subang Airport to Kuala Lunmpur, | noticed four red
figures on a big building next to the highway that read: 2020.

As | had noticed a Tel ecombuil di ng cl ose by, | asked ny new Ml aysi an
friend: Is this, perhaps, the tel ephone nunber you are supposed to call in
enmer gency?

She answered: "The nunber nmeans year 2020. By that tine Malaysia wll be
a fully devel oped country.

"This is a target set by our Prine Mnister. W call it Vision 2020."

I was interested. After all there are not nmany countries in the present
world with a clear vision of their future.

When | arrived the second tine a fewnonths later | witnessed the
resoundi ng victory of the Barisan Nasional in the 1995 parlianment
el ections.

| started to eagerly | ook for nore systematic information. | was | ucky
enough to find a brand new book in the bookstore: Paradoxes of Mhathirism
by Khoo Boo Tei k.

It turned out to be one of the finest scientific anal yses | had cone
across during nore than forty years of nmy academ c career

Through that reading | began to understand Dr Mahat hir Mhanad' s
phi | osophy and policy and |l earned to al ways carefully listen to what he
has to say, on things Ml aysian as well as on probl ens of the present
wor | d.

And | began to neasure each facet of present Malaysian life by the
standards of the Vision.

| have | earned sonme of the challenges by heart.

| feel that if the Mal aysian people succeed in fully neeting the
chal | enges of the Vision, by the year 2020 and partly even earlier, it
wi || be of enornous inportance not only for the resurrection of Asia, but
al so for a peaceful and prosperous future of the world.

As a frequent visitor of Malaysia | wtnessed sone steps of the
t remendous techni cal and econom ¢ progress of Ml aysia since 1995.

Coming froman old industrial nation in the heart of Europe,
particul arly know how i nportant well devel oped and perfectly functioning
public transportation systens are.

That i s where you can see the efficiency and discipline of an industrial
(or post-industrial, for that matter) society.

| followed with keen interest the progress of public transport in
Mal aysi a.

| was | ucky enough to see the happy and curious faces of Ml aysi an nen
wonen and children on the KTMcomuter trains fromKL to Rawang over a
weekend in early August 1995, to re-live the experience on the Star-LRT
Iine to Anpang on Decenber 8, 1996, and to be one of the first batches of
passengers on the first conputer-operated train of the Putra LRT from
Kel ana Jaya to Pasar Seni at 6.55amon August 15, 1998.

That was ny nost exciting experience since | first took the Hikari
bullet train fromTokyo to Kyoto in April 1965.

| al ways wat ched the four magi cal figures on the big building next to
t he Federal Hi ghway.

| particularly Iiked their incisive bright hibiscus-red shine at night.

Then, sonewhere in autumm 1997 the lights went off.



Wel |, the economic downturn called for cuts in all expenses.

Then, the paint scaled off the figures, making themunattractive evenin
dayl i ght.

Is this really the inescapable fate of all visions, | nused, perplexed.

| had seen so many great visions going down the drains of history,
i ndeed.

Fortunately, this was not the case of Vision 2020, despite the econonic
hurdl es.

And bef ore the Commonweal th Ganes, ny favourite figures got a fresh
bright coating.

However, at night, they are still al nost conceal ed i n the shadows of the
dimMy lit concrete building, so that I wouldn't even know of their
presence, hadn't | been thinking of themso nuch.

Yet in the meantine, by coincidence if not by design, a fantastic
setting has devel oped i ve to enabl e t housands of people to daily relive
and t hi nk over again the |ink between their present |life and efforts, and
the nation's Vision

Neon lights can give the bright shine to the figures at night again, in
a fast noving illusion of progressing towards the Vision.

Commuters on trains to Serenban and Klang, to KLI A and Putraj aya,
shoppers and visitors of the Md Vall ey Meganal |, the biggest in Asia,
woul d share the experience

As | see it, Vision 2020 is now deeply rooted in the nmnds and hearts of
t he Mal aysi an peopl e.

| believe its fornmulation and gradual inplenentation will be the
greatest | egacy of Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and surely all future Mal aysi an
| eaders will strivetoinplenment it inits fullest sense.

The big red figures nade ne interested, indeed. Now | can even
under stand the sentence on the top of the building: Negara kita
t angggungj awab kit a.

| do understand its words, and | do profess its truth.

| strongly hope that during nmy next visit, the bright red figures will
wi del y shi ne agai n t hrough t he darkness of ni ghts and nany ot her visitors
will give their Malaysian friends the opportunity to explainthe efforts
and future of the Ml aysi an peopl e.
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