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Keadilan may be limted to ex-S46 seats

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Parti Keadilan Nasional, withlittle | everage and
organi sati onal strength, may have to be content with seats contested by
Parti Melayu Sermangat 46 in the | ast two general el ections, observers
sai d.

Oten, these are constituenci es where the Qpposition has little chance
of winning. The situation stens fromthe fact that both Pas and DAP are
unlikely to budge fromtheir traditional seats.

This is especially true in seats where Pas and DAP | ost narrowy in
1995. Exanpl es are the Kedah state seats of Kuala Nerang (BN najority of
17) and Kupang (393).

The situation is nore hazy i n Kel antan where Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, a
| eadi ng opposition figure in 1990 and 1995, is back as State Umo chi ef.

El sewhere, observers said there was al so no guarantee that Pas woul d | et
Keadi | an contest all S46 seats.

"Anormal tactic is to flood an area with Pas flags and declare that to
be a its stronghold. It happened to us in 1990," said a supreme counci
menber in the now defunct S46

Political observers said the very fact that Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mhad
i nspired the | aunch of Keadil an but did not becone a nenber, was a
reflection of the party's prospects.

Wi ch neans t he runpur that Datuk Kamaruddi n Jaafar, a close ai de of
Anwar, is about to join Pas instead of Keadilan may not be a surprise
after all.

In the seat allocation, generally, Pas' dom nance over its junior
partner, Keadilan, will be nost obvious in the Malay belt states.

In Perlis, Pas feels it is on the ascendancy after the Arau by-el ection
victory. The notabl e Keadil an candidate is likely to beits secretary-
general Anuar Tahir for the parliamentary constituency of Padang Besar

The incumbent is Deputy Home M nister Datuk Azm Khali d who def eated
Pas' Hi sharuddin Hassan with a majority of 10,070 i n 1995.

Provi ng Keadil an's worthiness to Pas, isinitself, a najor concern,
sources said. There are three parlianmentary and 15 State seats in Perlis.

I n Kedah, insiders said there was an understandi ng that no party woul d
"di sturb" each other's traditional seats.

Whi ch neans that Keadilan, as in Perlis, will take over S46 seats. In
1995, S46 contested seven parlianentary and five state seats but did not
W n any.

In fact, Pas | eaders said the party which now has two state seats -
Bukit Raya and Sala - may al so contest in areas which featured S46
candi dates i n 1995, given "the i ncreasi ng support by the constituents to
Pas" .

"But this will be with the consent of the other parties in the front,"
said a Pas official.

Despite a | ot of tal k about Keadilan president Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah
Ismail challenging Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad i n Kubang
Pasu, Keadilan has yet to decide on the candi dacy.

St at e Keadi | an secretary Abdul Rahman Ahmad sai d Pas had i ndi cat ed t hat
Kubang Pasu woul d be given to Keadil an.

"W have not deci ded on the candidate ... we may put an unknown figure
to contest against Dr Mahathir if Wan Azi zah is not contesting," he said.
Dr Mahat hir has been its MP since 1974.



In private, Keadilan officials said they knewthe party could not win
Kubang Pasu.

At a ceramah i n Kanmpung Sungai Durian i n Pokok Sena | ast night, Pas
yout h chief Mahfuz Omar cl ai med that Kedah is showi ng "simlar signs of
defeat"” as Kelantan in 1990.

I nspired by the presence of a three-nenber British Broadcasting
Cor poration crewwho recorded part of speeches nade by Mahfuz and Keadi |l an
| eaders Tian Chua and Sai fuddi n Nasution, alocal, the crowd, including
| ocal Chinese cheered.

In Mal acca, State Keadil an deputy chairman, Khalid Jaafar, asserted that
there were intimate ti es anong opposition parties which were are
represented i n opposition ceramah.

Asked whet her there were difficulties in seat allocation, Khalid,
Anwar's former press secretary said: "I have put up the fl ags of Pas, DAP,
Keadi | an and PRM at ny house."

Based on the personal experience of a fornmer S46 suprene council nenber,
however, it was normal for S46 speakers to be restricted to a short speech
at the opposition ceranah.

"As we are picking up steam we will get a note so that we stop. Then
the Pas representative will speak for one hour," he said.

In I poh, Keadilan's |poh Barat branch today called for the dissolution
of DAP, PRMand Pas and for their nenbers to be absorbed i nt o Keadil an.

It suggested that DAP national chairman Dr Chen Man H n becone the
deputy chairman of Keadilan and DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang becone
Keadi | an' s deputy secretary.

Branch | egal advi ser and fornmer State DAP deputy chai rnan, Mohaned Asri
O hman, saidin a statenment today the three parties coul d contest under
t he Keadi |l an synbol in the general election.

This, he said, would overcone the problemof mgration of nenbers or the
tussl e over seat allocation.

He said the DAP had tried to contest in all 48 parliamentary seats
previously and was now facing a mgjor crisis within the party.
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