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KEADI LAN: NO THREAT TO RULI NG BN COALI TI ON

By: Ali Mamat

KUALA LUMPUR: The birth the new political party Parti Keadil an Nasi ona
under the | eadership of former Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahims wife, Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Ismail, does not seemto upset
Umo or the Barisan Nasional | eaders and nenbers.

The BN | eaders generally viewed Keadilan, at a tinme when the next polls
isinthe air, as nothing nore than a platformfor Anwar's supporters to
rel ease their anger and vengeance against the ruling National Front's
| eaders, particularly in the person of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad.

Sone viewed the party as a retaliation to Dr Mahathir's sacki ng of
Anwar fromthe post of Deputy Prinme Mnister on Septenber 2 |ast year,
foll owed by his arrest and detention on Septenber 20 and finally his six
years' inprisonment upon conviction of four corruption charges on April 14.

An Umo veteran, Tan Sri Wan Mokhtar Ahmad, said he is confident that
Keadi | an woul d not cause any serious damage to Umo or the BN conponent
parties, nor would it have the capability to topple the ruling coalition,
even with an el ectoral pact with the existing opposition parties.

Wan Mokhtar who is the Menteri Besar of Terengganu, said his confidence
i s based on past experiences where alnost all splinter parties of Ummo, or
even PAS, performed mserably and died a natural death, or deserted by
their | eaders and supporters.

Wan Mokht ar shoul d know because he has been in national politics |ong
enough to witness the ups and downs of Umo and its | eaders and the
energence and demi se of several Umo or PAS splinter parties.

According to him Parti Negara could only survive for a few years in
the late 50s, despite the fact that it was formed and |l ed by the founder of
Umo hi nsel f, Datuk Onn Jaaf ar

Parti Berjasa and Ham m which were forned by former PAS | eaders, Datuk
Muhanmad Nasir and Tan Sri Mohd Asri Miuda, between 1977 and 1982,
respectively, also suffered a simlar fate and they now exi st only on
papers.

Simlar fate also befell two other PAS breakaway parties, the Islanic
Justice Movenent of Malaysia (AKIM and Islah, forned on the eve of 1982
and 1990 general election, respectively.

Anot her Umo's splinter party which suffered the sane fate was Parti
Mel ayu Sermangat 46 (S46), which was fornmed a few nonths before the 1990
general election. It was led by no |l ess than an influential and experienced
| eader, Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, who was al so a former Finance M nister.

Al t hough the party did contribute to the dowmfall of the BN governnent
in Kelantan and the victory of several PAS candidates in some other states
in the 1990 el ection, Tengku Razal ei gh deci ded to di ssolve S46 in Cctober
1996 upon realising that the party could not spread its wi ng any further
beyond his own stronghold of Kelantan. It had perforned poorly in the 1995
el ection.

Tengku Razal ei gh and nost of his foll owers are now back in Umo.

"Hi story shows that the majority of the Ml aysian citizens,
particularly the Malays, are not very interested with the presence of other
alternative parties aside fromUmo or to sonme extent, PAS," \Wan Mkht ar
sai d.

He argued that if Tengku Razal ei gh who took al ong with himsevera
| eadi ng Umo | eaders and thousands of supporters failed to unseat the BN



it would definitely be nmuch tougher for Wan Azi zah and his Keadil an party
to do any better.

Wan Mokhtar's analysis on the future of Keadilan is supported by Tengku
Razal ei gh who feels that in the absence of politically experienced | eaders
and devoid of grassroot support, the new party would not nmake nuch headway.

When he decided to form S46, Tengku Razal ei gh not only had the support
of the country's founding father Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra and former Prine
M ni ster Tun Hussein Onn, but he also had | eaders |ike Datuk Dr Rais Yatim
(fornmer Foreign Mnister), Datuk Harun Idris (former Menteri Besar of
Sel angor), Datuk Suhaim Kamaruddin (former Umo Youth chief), Datuk Manan
O hrman (former Mnister of Agriculture), Datuk Radzi Shei kh Ahmad (former
Deputy Mnister of Primary Industries), Haji |IbrahimAzm (fornmer Kual a
Nerus MP), Hajah Marina Yusof (former Ummo Suprene Council menber) and
Dat uk Zakaria Abdul Rahrman (former Deputy M nister of Labour).

Wan Mokhtar is al so doubtful over the claimthat Keadilan is a
multi-racial party which represents the country's diverse interest because
its birth was strictly influenced by pressure froma handful of Anwar's
supporters who wanted to revive his political career

Wan Mokhtar concurs with Tengku Razal ei gh that managing a politica
party is a tough job, especially when it is not established on a firmand
sound foundati on.

"It is just like building a house. It will not last very long if it
sits on a sago palmstilts," he said, noting that Keadilan was born out of
anger and vengeance.

In contrast, he said, Umo was built on a solid foundation with
pragnmati c agendas, incorporating the vital aspects of religion, race and
not her | and.

Wan Mokhtar al so doubted the ability of the opposition el ection pact
spear headed by Keadilan to | ast because of their principle and ideol ogi ca
di fferences and the "non-conpromni se" stance adopted by PAS in its struggle
to transform Mal aysia into an Islanmic state.

Based on the prevailing scenario, nost anal ysts agreed wi th Wan Mkht ar
and Tengku Razal eigh, and felt that the emergence of Keadilan would only
serve to benefit BN because it would further split the opposition votes
during the com ng el ection

The senario would only change if Keadilan and the other opposition
parties such as DAP, PRM and PBS were ready to accept PAS i deol ogy and
struggle to nake the country as Islamc state, an option which many thought
woul d not materialise.

Wt hout PAS, Keadilan would suffer the sanme fate as Parti Negara,
Berjasa, Hami m Aki mand S46.

The big question nowis whether PASis willing to collaborate once
again with another Umo's splinter party, after the bitter experience of
bei ng deserted by S46, its "bed partner"” through the so-call ed Angkatan
Per paduan Unmmah during their short honeynobon from 1990 to 1996. -- Bernanmma
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