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Ti mor - Keat i ng
KEATI NG HI TS HOMRD ON EAST TI MOR

By: Neville D Cruz

MELBOURNE, Cct 3 (Bernamm) -- Former Australian prime mnister Pau
Keati ng today condemmed hi s successor John Howard's intervention in strife
-torn East Tinor, saying it was nothing nore than rank donestic opportuni sm

Speaki ng a Labour Party conference here, Keating said Howard was fal sely
claimng hinmself to be the chanpion of human rights when his involvenent in
East Tinmor was in fact msfired political rmanoeuvring to win public support.

"Howard clainms to be battling in the name of principal not interest, but
his policy has its genesis in the | owest interests of all, rank donestic
opportuni sm" Keating said.

"I'n three years Howard has our nearest neighbours at our throats and yet
he prom sed to make us rel axed and confortable," said Keating.

Australia is a leading the 7,500-strong United Nations-initiated Interfet
(international force in East Tinor) to bring order to the troubled territory
whose popul ation voted overwhel mi ngly for independence fromlndonesia in |ast
Aug 30 referendum

Fol l owi ng that pro-lndonesia mlitias went on a nurder spree and ransacked
towns and vill ages.

At the UNin New York earlier this week, Mlaysian Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad criticised Australia's hi gh-handedness in East Tinor
and suggested that Asean take over the peace-keeping operations there from
Australia.
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