07/ 05/ 1999
Keep tabs on projects, Cabinet nmenbers told

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Underlining the Governnent's seriousness in
speedi ng up the i npl ement ati on of devel opnent projects, all Mnisters have
been ordered to attend the tw ce-a-week neetings with their senior

of ficials to discuss progress of these projects.

The order was i ssued at the Cabi net neeting yesterday by Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi said the Prinme
M ni ster want ed i medi at e deci si ons and sol uti ons to be made to address
any shortcom ngs.

"The Prinme Mnister said it is conpulsory for Mnisters and their
secretaries-general to attend these neetings."

Abdul | ah was speaking to reporters after a two-hour dial ogue with about
500 Admini strative and Di plomatic Officers at Intan. Al so present were
Chi ef Secretary to the Government Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli, Public Service
Departnent director-general Datuk Sansudin Oman, directors-general and
seni or of ficers.

Abdul | ah was asked to coment on a report in Berita Harian today quoti ng
Second Fi nance M ni ster Dat uk Must apa Mohaned sayi ng t hat some M ni sters
and secretaries-general were lax in nonitoring the progress of devel opnent
proj ects.

They were al so bl amed for not spending al | ocations neant for projects
whi ch had been approved.

"M ni sters and secretaries-general are not hands-on concerning the
devel opnent of projects undertaken by their mnistries. Because of that,
the National Econonic Action Council has proposed that the projects be
nmoni t or ed.

"The Cabi net has also directed Mnisters to be nore efficient in
del egating tasks and nonitoring their progress,” Mistapa was reported to
have sai d.

Abdul | ah said it was inportant that Mnisters had first-hand i nformation
of the progress of the projects as this would enabl e themto take remnedi al
action if there were any shortcom ngs.

"If the Mnisters are not present, i medi ate deci si ons cannot be nade.
This will only cause unnecessary del ays."

Abdul | ah sai d he had al so rem nded the officers during the di al ogue that
they nust carry out all instructions made by the Governnent or the
Nati onal Econom c Action Council diligently and with dedi cati on.

"Any decision made by the NEAC exco nmust be carried out promptly. W
have to note that the Government is doing its best to revitalise the
econony and we need the co-operation of all to ensure its recovery."

Citing an exanpl e, Abdul | ah said these officers nust submt the rel evant
reports to the I nplenentation and Coordination Unit as directed by the

admnistration. "I alsotold themthat they were free to give their views
and opi nions for the betternent of the econony or on ways to reduce red
tape. "

Abdul | ah sai d he had al so suggested that governnent agenci es such as
Intan, the Econonic Planning Unit and the | CU conpil ed reports and
information on efforts taken by the authorities to overcone raci a
probl ens (May 1969), the recession and the exchange rate controls.

"Al'l policies and approaches taken to address t hese i ssues nust be
conpil ed so that new officers or those who join the service will be able



to refer to them

"This will enable themto conprehend things better and sol ve such
i ssues. "

Asked to conment on the RML95 nillion new Royal Ml aysi an Navy base in
Tanj ung Pengel i h, Johor, whi ch had been shoddily built, Abdullah pronised
t hat action woul d be taken agai nst the contractor if there were any
i mpropriety.
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