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Keepi ng sea | anes, airspace safe
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PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad yesterday called for a
refined regional security structure that inplores nations to forget Wrld
War Two brutalities and conpel s weapon manufacturers to convert their
technol ogy from"killing node" to keepi ng sea | anes and air space free of
pi racy and hij acki ngs.

Dr Mahathir's idea of a new security concept parallels that of
Mal aysi a's "prosper thy neighbour™ policy - a clear and definite structure
t hat saves trenmendous resources, m ni m ses unnecessary duplication and at
the same tine fosters cl oser co-operation anong nations.

H s concept also calls for China and Japan to work together to help
ensure peace and and stability in the region, "sonmething that will not
only reduce wasteful expenditure on arns but will enhance intra-regi ona
trade and i nvestments".

"I believe it would help if research into peacekeepi ng needs focuses not
onmnmlitary conflicts between nations but on better search and rescue
equi prent and drills, cross-border fire fighting, howto rescue hostages
of hijackings and piracy, and making transportati on of goods and
passengers safer.

"We al ready have enough sophi sticat ed weapons of destruction to w pe out
m | lions and destroy this planet. What we need nowis equi pnent which can
make |ife safer for everyone, especially when they travel," he sai d when
opening the Linma '99 I nternational Conferences at Porto Ml ai

Taking i nto account the sinilar cultures and val ues anong Sout heast
Asi an countries, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia participated inthe
peacekeepi ng process in East Tinor.

"Whet her we or they like it or not, they (East Tinor) will be our
nei ghbour," he sai d, adding that the peacekeepi ng force was not intended
tointerfere in another country's affairs or to shownilitary m ght.

He warned that any attenpt by any country to denonstrate its mlitary
m ght by actively supporting or underm ning the political or economc
wel | - bei ng of another nation "is something to be depl ored”.

Dr Mahat hir al so rai sed the spectre of rogue currency specul ators and
hedge funds i nposi ng a negative i npact on a nati on's econony and security,
alluding to the riots in Indonesia.

He al so condemned the I nternational Monetary Fund' s | ack of inclination
to stop currency traders frommaking huge profits or render them
transparent.

"(Qutgoing | M- managi ng director M chel) Candessus proni sed us, " he
said, "but he did nothing."

Dr Mahat hir was upbeat about the Asean region, saying it was set to boom
agai n.

"W will ensure security for the region and we will prosper each ot her
We have | earnt alot fromthe recent currency and econom c turnoil and we
have emerged wi ser and stronger. \W believe we can hel p prosper not only
each other but also our partners fromother parts of the world."

In a dial ogue with participants which included seni or naval officers
fromvarious countries and weapons manuf acturers, Dr Mahathir, el aborating
on his proposed security structure, saidit was not tine yet for the
region to subscribe to a standard security and econoni ¢ co-operation

But it was time, he said, countries stopped harping on the i ssue of
Japan apol ogising for atrocities committed 50 years ago.
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