05/ 11/1999

Keepi ng tabs on “revel ati ons'

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Umo nenbers who wi sh to nake revel ati ons on nore
al I eged wongdoi ngs of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimnust first refer the
matter to party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad before they can
be made public.

This is to enabl e the president to determ ne whet her the prospective
di scl osures are backed by strong evidence, Dr Mahathir told a Press
conference after chairing the party's suprene council neeting at Menara
Dato' Onn at the Putra Wirld Trade Centre here tonight.

Dr Mahat hir said the nove was necessary as the revelations could lead to
| egal suits which could only be defended if there was adequat e evi dence.

"Sone of the charges coul d be frompersonal experiences (involving
Anwar) which will then be a case of one's words agai nst another. That's
why we have to nake sure that any exposure on Anwar are acconpani ed by
docunent ary evi dence," said the Prime Mnister.

Fol | owi ng the statutory decl aration by former Bank Negara assi st ant
governor Datuk Abdul Murad Khalid that Anwar had amassed RMB billion in
several master accounts while serving with the Governnent, some Unmo
menbers sai d they pl anned t o expose nore al | eged wrongdoi ngs by Anwar.

Asked what type of evidence was needed to back the exposure, Dr Mahat hir
said it could be anything that could substantiate the di scl osures.

Asked whet her any exposure on the forner deputy prinme nmnister and
finance mnister was raised at tonight's neeting, Dr Mahathir said sone
menbers spoke on several cases but they had been directed to gather the
evi dence first.

"W have to be careful inthis," he said, expressing confidence that the
necessary docunentary evi dence coul d be gat her ed.

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked to conment on whether the statutory
decl arati on of Norhayati M Yusof denying that she had intimate rel ati ons
with Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Tanby Chi k was a nove to cl ear the nanme of the
former Mal acca Chief Mnister. Dr Mahathir said he was not aware of any
such nove.

He said the woman nmade t he decl arati on probably because Anwar had
nmentioned her in his ongoing sodony trial.

"Probably she did not Iike her nane to be |inked. W did not tal k about
it. It isupto the public to accept her disclosure or not."

On specul ations that the general election will be held next year, Dr
Mahat hir said: "It mght, it mght not. | have no inspiration yet."

Dr Mahat hir al so announced t hat the suprene council had approved t he
setting up of 30 new branches.

He added that he woul d be visiting several places soon mainly to neet
party workers.

The i ssue of university students rejecting the Governnent's proposal on
t he establi shnent of a National Student Consultative Council was al so
rai sed at the Press conference.

Respondi ng, Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d
no action woul d be taken agai nst the students as t he proposed counci|l was
to give theman avenue to air their grievances.

Abdul | ah, who is assuming the duties of Umo deputy president, said: "If
they decide to reject the offer after consulti ng non-governnent al
organi sations or political parties, the decisionis theirs."

Details of the consultative council were being worked out and once



finalised, woul d be discussed with Education M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak.
( END)
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