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Razal ei gh (News Anal ysi s)
KELANTAN POLI TI CS GETS A SURPRI SE W TH RAZALEI GH S APPO NTMENT

By: Ali Mamat

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernamm) -- In preparing to face the m ght of
the ruling PAS in the general election that is drawi ng nearer, nothing is
more gratifying for Kelantan Umo than news of Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah's
appoi ntmrent as the state Umo chief.

The annoucenent on the appoi ntment was made by Prinme M nister and Umo
president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad at the end of the Kelantan Umo
Li ai son Conmittee neeting at the residence of Second Finance M nister Datuk
Must apa Mohaned here | ast night. Dr Mahathir hinself was the chairman of
the commttee with Rural Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Annuar Musa as his
deputy.

Apart fromview ng the appointnent as the "surprise" prom sed by Dr
Mahat hir a few days before the Umo general assenbly, nobst Ummo nenbers and
supporters also regarded it as the dawn of a new era for Kel antan Ummo.

"After al nbst a decade of uncertainty, Kelantan Umo has finally found
the nost efficacious renedy to the various ills it suffered during that
period," said a delegate fromthe Kota Baharu division

"Wth Tengku Razal ei gh back at the hel mof the state Ummo, our chances
of westing back the reins of power in Kelantan from PAS | ook increasingly
brighter," said the del egate, one of many preparing to return honme after
the end of the general assenbly.

Such sentinment reflects the nounting hopes the mgjority of Kel antan
Umo nenbers have all al ong placed on Tengku Razal ei gh, the Gua Miusang MP
and a forner finance mnister.

To them t he appoi nt nent was the best nove to inject a new |l ease of life
into their struggle and boost their spirits, as well as nend any rift that
m ght exist between Umo | eaders in the state.

Kel antan Umo's di | enra began when Tengku Razal ei gh formed and | ed
Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46 (S46) after Umo was deregistered in 1987. He did
not inmediately return to Umo after the party was revived, and instead
chose to work together with PAS and a few ot her opposition parties through
t he Angkat an Per paduan Umrah (Angkatan) pact in the 1990 general el ection

As if to show there was sonet hing special in Tengku Razal ei gh, his
party's cooperation with PAS inflicted the nost crushing defeat on Umo in
its history when all its candidates in the 39 state and 14 parlianentary
seats in Kel antan were beaten.

However, Angkatan's strength began eroding in the 1995 general election
when cracks energed in the tie-up between S46 and PAS. At that tine, the
Umo-| ed BN won seven state and two parlianentary seats, while Angkatan
took 36 state seats
-- 24 by PAS and 12 by S46 -- and 12 parlianmentary seats which were equally
split between PAS and S46.

When S46 was di ssolved in 1996, Tengku Razal ei gh and t housands of his
supporters, including state assenbl ynen and Menbers of Parlianment, returned
to the Umo fold.

bservers of Kelantan politics felt that the "killer blow' suffered by
the BN in 1990 and its failure to topple Angkatan in 1995 were caused not
only by PAS' strength and Tengku Razal ei gh's solid influence but also the
"I stana" (pal ace) factor and split anbng Umo nenbers and | eaders in the
state.

Sources close to Istana Kelantan said incidents like attenpts to instal
new Sultans at the height of the constitutional crisis in connection with



rulers' immunity in 1993 had badly hurt the feelings of the present Sultan
to the extent that it was difficult for himto forgive Umo | eaders behind
the noves.

"The Istana influence cannot be ignored in a Kel antan soci ety which
still holds fast to custons and culture. Wien the Sultan's feelings are
hurt, the people also feel insulted so nmuch so that it is difficult for
themto make Umo or any other party that does not respect the institution
of rulers as their party of shelter," a source said.

It isin this context that many people feel Tengku Razal ei gh's presence
as the new Kel antan Ummo chief will bring i nmense benefits to Umo because
"an Umo close to the Istana nmeans an Umo accepted by the people”.

A corporate figure who is also a Kelantan politician said although the
Sultan hinself was free fromany political influence, the energence of
Tengku Razal ei gh as the state Umo head woul d be viewed by the Kel antan
peopl e as a devel opnent that would bring Umo closer to H's Hi ghness.

This is because Tengku Razal eigh hinself is a Kelantan royal famly
menber, and is in fact an uncle of the present Sultanah of Kel antan.

Apart fromthis, the corporate | eader said it was no | onger a secret
t hat one cause of Kel antan Umo's weakness was the exi stence of severa
groups within the party which had their own agendas.

"From our observation, apart from Tengku Razal ei gh no other |oca
| eaders can bring down the wall dividing one group fromthe other," he
sai d.

Apart fromhis vast political experience, Tengku Razal ei gh al so
possesses a special quality not found anong ot her Kel antan Unmo | eaders.

"Because of his stature at the national and international |evels, al
gui dance, advice and conments made by Tengku Razal eigh will definitely be
respected by all levels of the Kelantan Umo | eadership,” said a del egate
who was an MP when Tengku Razal ei gh headed the state Umo sonetime ago

Tengku Razal ei gh was the Kel antan Umo chief from 1972 until the post
was taken over by former Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhaned Yaacob in 1984.

Tengku Razal eigh's involvement in Umo is a record of sorts in the
Kel antan context. He joined the party and was el ected the MP for Hulu
Kel antan in 1962 at the age of 25, and el ected Umo Suprenme Council nenber
a year later.

Tengku Razal ei gh was al so Umo vice-president for 14 years until 1987.
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