30 NOV 1999
El ecti on- Kel ant an ( Focus)
KELANTAN REMAI NS | N PAS HANDS

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 30 (Bernamm) -- The Kel antan peopl e have agai n chosen
to remain under PAS rule by rejecting Barisan Nasional in yesterday's
general el ection.

This means that PAS has been voted into power for the third consecutive
time since 1990.

This time around PAS inproved its showi ng by winning 41 of the 43 state
seats and 10 of 14 parlianmentary seats. The other two state seats were won
by BN while three of the parliamentary seats went to Keadil an, PAS partner
inthe Barisan Alternatif, and the remining one to BN

In the 1995 el ection, PAS won 24 state and six parlianmentary seats,
while its partner in Angkatan Perpaduan Umah, Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46
(S46) which was then | ed by Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, won 12 state and si X
parlianentary seats.

When S46 was dissolved in 1996, two of its assenbl ymen joi ned PAS while
the rest, including its MPs, foll owed Tengku Razal ei gh i nto Ummo.

Among Umo | eaders who won on either BN or S46 ticket in 1995 but | ost
this tinme are Second Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mohanmad, Rural
Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Annuar Musa and Deputy Mnister in the Prine
M ni ster's Departnment Datuk | brahimAli.

Bef ore the 1990 general election, Kelantan was under BN rule for 12
continuous years after it toppled PAS in the 1978 state el ection. PAS had
then ruled the state for four consecutive ternms since the first
post -i ndependence general election in 1959.

Yesterday's election results were remini scent of the 1978 election. In
that el ection which was held in March, separately fromother state
el ections, PAS won only only two of the 36 state seats while in the genera
election that followed a few nonths | ater PAS won only one of 12
parlianentary seats.

Yesterday's outcone clearly showed that the people of Kelantan wanted
to be under opposition rule and have rejected the comm nent shown by top BN
| eaders to bring Kelantan into the mai nstreamof national devel opnent.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad and nini sters were anpong
BN | eaders who nmade nunerous trips to the ground during the el ection
campai gn pl edging to pull up Kelantan which is considered the nost backward
state in terns of devel oprent.

As a sign of BN s commtnment and sincerity, Dr Mahathir hinself
proceeded with his trip to Kelantan just two days before polling although
he had not yet fully recovered froma cold.

There he perforned the ground-breaking cerenony for the third bridge
across Sungai Kel antan, |aunched a flood nitigation project and laid the
foundati on stone for the Kelantan |slam c Econonic Centre.

These three projects costing hundreds of mllions of ringgit, if
i mpl ement ed, could create thousands of jobs, something which was sorely
| acki ng under the PAS admi nistration.

The results must surely have conme as a di sappoi ntnment to many
Kel ant anese who wanted to see Tengku Razal ei gh play a nore inportant role
in the national political arena.

To them Tengku Razal eigh is one person with the potential to go higher
in the national political hierarchy, even assum ng the post of Prine
M ni ster.

However, his supporters should not be too di sappointed as even for a



man of Tengku Razal ei gh's stature and experience, it was beyond himto
change t he situation overnight.

It should be noted that Tengku Razal ei gh was appoi nted the Kel ant an
Umo chief just about five nonths before the election was call ed.

Surely, it would be expecting too much of himto cure in such a short
period the various "ills" that had been affecting the state Umo all this
whi | e.

Kel antan Umo had been pl aqued by factionalismanong its | eaders ever
since Tengku Razal i egh stopped being its liaison conmttee chief in 1984
after having held the post since 1972.

The situation worsened when he refused to join the new Umo and set up
S46 after Umo was deregistered as a result of the party's election results
in 1987 being chall enged in court.

Si gns of better understandi ng anong the state Umo | eaders energed soon
after Tengku Razal ei gh was appointed by Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president,
to the state Umo chief's post which was held by Dr Mahathir.

Despite the trouncing, it is not the end of the road for BN in
Kel ant an. Tengku Razal ei gh shoul d be given tine and anot her chance to
strengthen Umo to carry on the unfini shed struggl e.
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