24/ 05/ 1999

Keng Yai k: | did not nmean to insult estate workers

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - Primary Industries M nister Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng
Yai k said he had no bad intentions either to degrade or insult estate
wor kers as reported by a Tanmi | | anguage daily.

He sai d what he i ntended to convey at the Dewan Negara | ast Thursday was
to ask estate workers to i ncrease productivity through tappi ng net hods
that could inprove their incone

"However, ny facts were distorted and I feel sad about the report.

"I will discuss with [awyers and ask translators to study the report and
wi Il possibly take a court action against the daily if proven that there
is adistortion of facts."

Dr Li mwas speaking to reporters after openi ng the Sel angor Gerakan
del egat es' neeting today.

Inareply to Senator N. Marinmuthu on why his Mnistry did not propose a
nmont hly sal ary for rubber tappers when the rubber price was high, Dr Lim
had been reported as sayi ng:

"Depan pokok kita bol eh nanmpak di a, bel akang pokok you tahul ah, so
dengan i tu macamnmana nenteri bol eh buat pendirian atau sokong gaji
bul anan. "

(In front of the tree we can see him behind it you knowla, so how can
the minister make a stand or support nmonthly salary.)

Dr Limtoday said he was aware that estate and farmworkers were worKking
hard and had obtai ned quite a lucrative incone that could contribute
towards the country's econony.

He urged the National Union of Plantation Wrkers and Ml aysi an
Agricul tural Producers Association to buy equi pnent and change the | ess
productive techni que of rubber tapping to newtechniques |ike | ow
frequency tappi ng systemthat can i ncrease t he rubber tappers' incone.

Meanwhi | e, in Johor Baru, the Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress will issue
a menorandumto Dr Li mtonorrow, demanding that he retract his derogatory
remar ks about rubber tappers and tender an apol ogy.

MIUC pr esi dent Senat or Zai nal Ranpak, who described Dr Lims remarks in
t he Dewan Rakyat on Thursday as "insensitive, disrespectful and totally
uncal l ed- for", said the remarks were a slur on all workers and not just
rubber tappers.

Zai nal sai d estate workers had nmade i nval uabl e contributions to the
nati on before I ndependence and after, as they had powered the grow h of
the country's agricultural sector.

"The remarks are hurtful and unki nd. They deserve better," he said.

"He obvi ously | ooks down on the contribution of all Ml aysi an workers to
the nati on.

"He owes every worker in this country an apol ogy," he said.

Zainal said this at a Wrkers' Day hi gh tea organi sed by the MIuC Johor
chapter.

"Has the M nister forgotten that he hinmsel f was an advocate of nonthly
wages for estate workers?

"His Mnistry had proposed it early last year, to nake it attractive for
wor kers affected by the econonmic downturntoreturnto the agricultural
sector. | still have the newspaper cutting onit."

I n Kual a Lunpur, People's Progressive Party of Ml aysi a presi dent Dat uk
M Kayveas al so demanded an apol ogy fromDr Lim

After | aunching PPP's two-week nationw de car wash to rai se noney for



the Bari san Bertindak Kosovo Fund, he said:

"I would liketoinvite Dr Limto the estate where | canme from (Bent a,
Pahang) to see for hinself what the rubber tappers do behind the trees.”

In I poh, the DAP urged Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhanad to
sack Dr Limif he did not apol ogi se or retract his statenent.

Party secretary-general LimKit Siang said Dr Li mshould al so be
censured for his remarks.

Li mal so proposed that the Cabinet set up a comrittee to |l ook into the
i ssue of nonthly wages and better housing facilities for rubber tappers.

( END)
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