20/ 06/ 1999
Keng Yai k: Anwar pushed Chong to chal |l enge ne

Leong Shen-1li

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Cerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yaik today
accused Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi mof instigating former central conmttee
nmenber Datuk Joseph Chong to chall enge himfor the presidency in 1996.

Showing a letter fromChong admitting this, Dr Limsai d he now bel i eved
Anwar, the former Deputy Prinme M nister, was behind a conspiracy to oust
hi m

Referring to Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad' s speech in
the party's general assenbly yesterday, Dr Limsai d Anwar's conspiracy was
not only to unseat Umo | eaders but to toppl e Bari san Nasi onal conponent
party | eaders who supported Dr Mahathir.

Speaking to reporters after the party's central conmittee neeting, Dr
Li msai d Chong was approached by Anwar's private secretary on the eve of
t he 1996 National Day cel ebrations in Kota Ki nabal u, asking hi mto neet
Anwar at a hotel.

Reading fromChong's letter, Dr Limsaid: "Wien | net him Anwar wanted
to know of ny political plans in the then conmi ng Gerakan assenbly. | told
himl mght want to contest the post of secretary-general.

"He then instigated ne to go for the party presidency."

Chong, the party's MP for Batu then, did not manage to contest the post
as he was sacked fromthe central conmittee and | ater resigned. He i s now
an i ndependent MP.

Dr Limsaid Chong, in his letter, clainmed that Anwar was such a
convincing tal ker that he gave hi mthe i npressi on that the contest was
with the Prime Mnister's bl essing.

"Chong clained that he was “totally ill-advised and nisled all the way'
after that neeting. Chong went on to say he was in fact not prepared to
assune the party presidency as he was unabl e to put aside his business
conmi tments on such short noti ce.

"He was then only a new MP. He said he regretted being instigated by
Anwar and admitted his act was reckl ess.

"He said he could now see a clearer picture in the hidden agenda of
Anwar. All along, he was given to understand that Anwar's instructions
represented Umo's and al so that of the BN," Dr Li msaid.

Dr Lim whois the Primary I ndustries Mnister, said Chong admtted that
hi s nmove had brought discord in the party.

He said Chong's letter, which he received in January, clearly showed
t hat Anwar was not only behind a conspiracy to unseat the Umo | eader shi p.

"It is a greater conspiracy totry to knock out people who are close to
Dr Mahat hir and support him" he said.

Dr Limsaid he did not believe the theory when Chong decided to
chal | enge hi m even t hough many, incl udi ng Chong hi nsel f, indicated t hat
he had Anwar's backi ng.

"I put it out of my head as it is an understanding within the BN that
conmponent parties do not neddle with the | eadershi p of other parties."”

He sai d Anwar vehenently deni ed any connection with Chong' s chal |l enge
despite Dr Li mnot nentioning the i ssue when they both net during the
el ections.

Asked why he chose to reveal the letter now, Dr Limsaid it was the
right tine to make public the existence of the letter.

He added t hat Chong had not been "forgiven" by virtue of the letter,
addi ng that he had caused consi derabl e discord within the party.



He sai d Chong had gi ven hi man undertaki ng that he woul d not be
defendi ng his Batu seat at the coning general el ection.
( END)
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