23/ 07/ 1999

Keng Yai k hopes Kerk will not be chall enged

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k today
i ssued an appeal so that the post of party deputy president will not be
chal I enged on Sat urday.

"l have expressed my wi sh that chall engers for the post w thdraw (from
the contest) to safeguard party unity,"” he told reporters at the
Par | i ament | obby here today.

Deputy I nternational Trade and I ndustry M ni ster Dat uk Kerk Choo Ting,
who i s the incunbent Gerakan deputy president, will be challenged for the
post by the Lukut Gerakan branch chai rman Tan Keng Leng at the el ecti on.

Dr Limsaid the contest, if it naterialised, would be conducted fairly
and it was up to the del egates to determ ne their respective choices

"I f he (Tan) does not heed ny advice and insists on contesting, the
election will be carried out fairly."

He said party contests were still allowed according to the Gerakan
constitution to prove that the denocratic process was practised in the
party.

Dr Limal so sai d Gerakan woul d accept the candi dates deci ded by the
Bari san Nasi onal | eadership for the coning general el ection and woul d not
ask for additional seats for the party.

He was asked to comment on Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s st at ement yesterday calling for BN conmponent parties to accept
candi dat es chosen by the top | eadership to ensure a confortabl e victory at
the general election

In Penang, the State Gerakan |iai son comm ttee today expressed its ful
support for Kerk to be the deputy president.

Party chief Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, who is al so Chief Mnister, said
the State Iiaison conmittee menbers had full confidence in Kerk being
returned unopposed for a third term

Koh said he had also received a letter fromWnita nati onal deputy
presi dent Dat uk Rhi na Bhar indicating her decision not to contest as a
central conmittee nenber.

Rhi na has been a central commi ttee nmenber for the past four terns since
being elected in 1987.

"Rhi na has been very magnani nous and we respect her decision in not
seeking re-election, thereby all owi ng other nmenbers fromPenang to seek
election to the central conmmttee, " Koh said.

Meanwhi | e, at anot her Press conference, incom ng national Youth chief
Teng Chang Yeow urged all Youth delegates with voting rights in the
national body to return Kerk as the deputy president.

Teng sai d the national Youth body had al so expressed its support for
out goi ng Yout h chai rman Dat uk Chang Ko Youn to contest for a place in the
central committee

Besi des Chang, the national Youth body is al so supporting centra
comittee nenber Hoo Saw Ho to stand for the Youth secretary-general's
post .

"After consultingwith all the new State Youth chiefs, the nationa
Youth body is unaninmous in giving its support for Hoo to be el ected as the
Yout h' s secretary-general ," said Teng.
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