27/ 05/ 1999
Keng Yai k t hanks MIUC and NUPW

M K. Megan

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Primary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng
Yai k today thanked the National Union of Plantation Wrkers and the

Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress for accepting his apol ogy over his remarks
about estate workers.

He added that the matter was not di scussed at the Cabi net neeting t oday.

Dr Lim who is al so Gerakan president, said he had shown Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad a copy of the Hansard and newspaper
cuttings regarding the i ssue and expl ained the matter.

"The subj ect has now been put to rest. W will not tal k about it
anyrmore," he said at his office at Dayabunmi .

Meanwhi | e Gerakan vi ce-president Dr Goh Cheng Tei k said he was relieved
that the NUPWhad accepted Dr Lim s apol ogy.

"l hope rubber tappers of Ml aysia and the NUPWwi || continue to have
faith in the Gerakan party.

"As an ol d menber and an el ected vice-president of Gerakan, | want to
assure themthat Gerakan will continue to support the workers of this
country, whether agricultural or industrial," he saidin a statenent.

"Support for the workers is one of the cardinal objectives stated in the
party's constitution. We wi |l never deviate fromthis inportant objective.

"Cerakan greatly val ues the enornous contribution made by the rubber
tappers and ot her workers to the econom c growth of the country. VW will
continue to strive to do our utnost to inprove the livelihood of the
wor kers of this country,” said Dr Goh.
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