16/ 12/ 1999

Keng Yai k: Tine to focus on the people

KUALA LUMPUR, Wd. - Wth the tussle over the allocation of the Penang
executive council posts over, the presidents of MCA and Gerakan said it
was nowtime for their parties to concentrate on serving the people of the
State.

Speaki ng at separate Press conferences after the first Cabinet nmeeting
after the formati on of the new Governnent, both party | eaders askedt heir
nmenbers to put the incident behind them

Ger akan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik said it was tine for the
party and MCAto repair its "strained rel ati onshi p* and work together to
fulfil the wishes of the people in the State.

Thanki ng Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Moharmad for retaining the
status quo conposition for BN conponent parties in Penang's Executive
Council line-up, Dr Limsaid the matter shoul d now be put to rest.

"The nmove could go a long way in the spirit of co-operation in BN, " said
Dr Lim whois Primary Industries Mnister, at his office.

Dr Limsaid as BN had performed well in the general el ection in Penang,
the decisionto nmaintainthe status quo was appropriate. "W (Gerakan)
will not be dictated by the "nunbers gane'."

The MCA had reportedly asked for a third Exco post and the creation of
anot her Deputy Chief Mnister's post for it. This foll owed victories for
all its nine candidates for State seats in the el ection.

However, Penang Chief M nister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon today announced
his Exco line-up based on the previous seat allocation formula with Umo
hol di ng four posts; Gerakan, four including the Chief Mnistership; MCA
two; and M C, one.

Asked i f he was happy nowthat the issue is settled, Dr Limsaid: "I am
nei t her happy nor sad. It is time for Gerakan to work hard wi th ot her
conponent parties in BNto serve the people.”

Meanwhi | e, MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said although the
Exco |ine-up woul d bring unhappi ness, Penang MCA nenbers woul d ful fil
their responsibilities as el ected representati ves.
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