22 JUL 1999
Li m El ecti on
KENG YAl K HOPES KERK CHOO TI NG W LL NOT BE CHALLENGED

KUALA LUMPUR, July 22 (Bernanm) -- Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Lim
Keng Yai k today i ssued an appeal so that the post of party deputy president
wi Il not be chall enged on Saturday.

"I have expressed my wish that challengers for the post w thdraw (from
the contest) to safeguard party unity,"” he told reporters at the parlianent
| obby, here today.

Deputy M nister of International Trade and | ndustry Datuk Kerk Choo
Ting, who is the i ncunbent Gerakan deputy president, will be challenged for
t he post by the Lukut Gerakan branch chairnman Tan Keng Leng at the
el ection.

Limsaid the contest, if it materialises, would be conducted fairly and
it was up to the delegates to determ ne their respective choice.

"I'f he (Tan) does not heed ny advice and insists on contesting, the
election will be carried out fairly," he said.

He said party contests was still allowed according to the Gerakan
constitution to prove that the denocratic process was practised in the
party and the wi nner woul d be determ ned by the del egates.

Meanwhi | e, he said Gerakan woul d accept the candi dates deci ded by the
Bari san Nasi onal (BN) | eadership for the com ng general election and would
not ask for additional seats for the party.

He was asked to comment on Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s st at enent yesterday calling for BN conponent parties to accept
candi dates chosen by the top | eadership to ensure confortable victory at
the general el ection.

Li msai d conponent parties of the BN were disciplined and supported the
chosen candi date as the candi date representing all parties.
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