17 SEP 1999
Khalil-Style
KHALI L ENTERTAI NS " SLEEPY" PARTI Cl PANTS

By: Azman U ang

TUARAN, Sept 17 (Bernamm) -- After three days of taking part in the
Nati onal Barisan Nasional (BN) Youth Convention deliberations here in
preparation for the general election, the nore than 300 partici pants have
every reason to feel tired or fall asleep when working papers are
present ed.

Especially because they had | ess than three hours of sleep |ast night
after activities stretched until four in the norning.

But a different presentation style adopted by Umo secretary-general
Tan Sri Khalil Yaakub when presenting his paper clearly had an i npact with
the participants who conme fromthroughpout the country suddenly | ooking
alert.

They seened entertai ned and kept | aughing at the jokes that were
interspersed in Khalil's presentation of a serious topic -- searching a
wi nning formula for the BN in the el ection expected to be held before the
end of the year

Probably realising that the participants | acked sleep, Khalil entered
the convention hall at Sabandar Bay beach resort and started his talk by
focussing not on a political issue but on Viagara and Tongkat Ali, both
used by nen to enhance sexual performance

"People like me who are in the early 60's are said to at the wil dest
stage, nore so with the help of Viagra now," he said to | oud cheers from
the floor.

Rel ati ng the experience of a man whose entire body becane stiff after
taking two Viagra pills, Khalil advised people not to be fooled by the
aphrodi siac val ue clains of various roots.

"l heard that in Pahang the supply of these roots ran out some tine
back resulting in some people selling coconut tree roots for RVbO by
claimng themto be Tongkat Ali roots,"” he said, naking the atnosphere in
the hall nore lively.

Khalil, who served as the BN director of operations during the Sabah
state election in February, said that after staying in Sabah for over a
month at that tinme his wife remarked that he spoke with a Sabah accent.

"I spoke |like a Sabahan...ny wife asked ne if | had a young wife in
Sabah. No, | have only one wife.

"I told her I can't get the tastiest food anywhere except at home. Only

then she stoped being jeal ous,” he said.

Khalil's working paper, distributed to the particiants earlier, nerely
contained brief "tal king points" unlike npost working papers.

And as he spoke, Khalil several tines asked the participants to stand

straight, telling themsonetines to stonp their feet to nake sure they were
payi ng attenti on.

Turning to nore serious matters, he said the election this time was
confronted with i ssues that were "so sensitive and conplicated" including
the Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi missue.

This required BN ceramah speakers to fully understand the background
and perspectives of the issues to be able to convice the voters.

The speakers, he stressed, nust retain the BN culture of noderation as
opposed to the harsh and extene net hod enpl oyed by the opposition.

"W conceed that the people prefer to listen to opposition ceramahs to
the extent of being awed. They (opposition parties) can make all kinds of
prim ses, accusations and so forth. That's not our culture," he said.



"They go for the extrene and fanatical ways. W don't |ike to punish
others. Qur style is nore refined. This is the difference between us and
the opposition parties,"” he said.

Khalil, who is also the information mnister, said Prime Mnister and
BN Chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had directed all BN |l eaders to
personally neet or interact with every conponent party menber before the
election is called for.

He said the BN had 4.8 nmillion menbers with Umo al one accounting for
2.7 million or 52 per cent of the registered voters in the country.

"We are a force to be reckoned with in terns of nunbers. W are already
a very big party,"” he said.

Khalil said the BNthis tine would not wait until its list of
candi dat es was announced before activating its election machinery like it
was doing in previous el ections.

"Certain constituencies wait for their candi dates before activating
their el ection machinery. The one conpeting is the party, not nanes of
i ndi vi dual s.

"For BN, it is the scale (BN synmbol) that is conpeting, and the
el ection machinery must be activated without waiting for the candidate's

name to be announced," said Khalil, giving another indication that the
polls will be held soon.
Khal il spoke at | ength on the inportance of "operations rooms" in

preparing for the election. According to him an election was Iike a "war"
which required a "war plan, gane plan, operations room conmander-in-chief,
regi onal commanders dan armanments |ike rockets and tanks".

This, said Khalil, was very inportant for the wi nning formula being
devel oped by the BN whi ch was "confident of retaining a two-thirds
majority" in the com ng el ection.

Khal il wants overlapping activities in nmanagi ng BN operations roonms to
be avoi ded, with focus given to one operations room per constituency.

"This time the activities will be focussed on the Umo operations room
which are already well equi pped to serve as BN operations room" he said,
adding that a major part of BN s operations cost was borne by Umo in al
general el ections.

The four-day convention, attended by nenbers of the 14 BN conponent
parties' youth wi ngs, ends tonorrow with an address by Dr Mhathir.
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