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Khal i I expl ai ns sacki ng of ni ne Umo nenbers

SUNCEI BESI, Tues. - Ummo sacked Dat uk Kamaruddi n Jaafar al ong with ei ght
ot hers because the party has information that they were underm ning the
party, Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Mhd Khalil Yaakob said today.

Kamar uddi n, a cl ose associ ate of former deputy president Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi m had been the Tunpat divisional head.

Khal il said the expul sion of Kanmaruddi n and the ei ght was based on valid
reasons and due to very glaring offences.

"They were aiding the oppositionintheir attenpt to destroy the party
(Umo)," Khalil said.

He said the party's disciplinary commttee woul d study cases
i ndividually, and those with gl aring of fences woul d have to go.

The Umo secretary-general was asked why Kanmar uddi n was sacked while
Dat uk Ahmad Zahi d Hami di, who had apol ogi sed to party president Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad, was not.

"We have to study the offence. W received i nformation that they (the
nine) were working to bring down the party.

"What we understand i s that Zahi d has apol ogi sed to the party president
and | believe the Umo | eadershi p has accepted t he apol ogy, " said Khalil,
who is Information M nister, at the appoi ntment of Radi o and Tel evi si on
Mal aysia (RTM as the host broadcaster for the Wrld Cup Col f
Chanpi onshi p.

The Unmo suprene council | ast night expelled the nine menbers. Apart
fromKamaruddi n, the others are four nenbers fromthe Bukit Gantang
divisionmin Perak, nanely Ismail Yusof, Said O hman, Tarm zi Ismail and
Junri Sabran; Senator Hanzah Mohd Zain fromthe Chender oh di vi si on, Perak;
Abdul Wahab Abdul | ah fromthe Johor Baru division; and two nmenbers from
t he Tunpat division, Saufi Daud (secretary) and Mohanmad Noor.

He added that Umo woul d explain to nenbers at state and division |levels
as to the reasons for the | atest expul sions.

Khal il said that Umo renai ned i ntact despite the expul sion. For
i nstance, the council neeting approved the setting up of 11 new branches,
he added.

These are one each in Terengganu, Penang and Perak, four in Negri
Sembi | an, two in Johor and two in Sabah.

"If the offence is very serious, then the puni shment shoul d be severe,
like dismssal," said Khalil.
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