26 MAY 1999
Khal il -Job
KHALI L HI NTS | NNOVATI ONS AT | NFORVATI ON M NI STRY

KUALA LUMPUR, May 26 (Bernama) -- On the first day at his new job as
Informati on M nister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob hinted about bringing
i nnovations to the mnistry besides continuing with its existing policies.

He did not el aborate.

"Gve ne sone time," Khalil told reporters who approached himafter his
predecessor Datuk Mohanmed Rahmat officially handed over duty to him at
Angkasapuri here.

Khalil, fornerly Pahang Menteri Besar, said it would not be easy to
emul ate "Tok Mat", the name Mohaned is affectionately known by.

"I'l'l seek his views in carrying out my work," said Khalil.

Asked whet her at today's cabinet weekly neeting Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad gave himfew pointers or directives on goi ng about
his new job, Khalil said Dr Mahathir only asked himto get in touch with
Mohared.

Khalil, 60, who nade his debut as federal minister at today's cabi net
nmeeting, took his oath of office and all egi ance together with two ot her new
m nisters and a deputy mnister before the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sultan
Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah yest er day,

Khalil was sworn in as a Senator on Monday to enable himto join the
f ederal cabinet.

He said he adm red Mohaned for maki ng an honourable exit fromthe
Cabinet "and for willingly wanting to assist himand with a smle at that".

Khal il was al so asked about his priorities as the incom ng Umo
secretary-general follow ng Datuk Seri Sabbaruddin's resignation fromthe
post | ast week.

Sabbaruddi n al so resigned as Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster and was
succeeded by Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir

Khal il said that uppernpst he woul d concentrate on enlightening party
menbers on current political and econom c i ssues and countering lies spread
about Umo and its | eaders through the Internet.

"We'll tackle it fromall angles. But that does not nean that we need
to counter all allegations and lies on the Internet," he said.
Khalil said he would hold a series of fam liarisation neetings with

state Umo |iaison conmmittees and spare no efforts to reinforce and
streamine the party machinery with the | atest technol ogy.

Asked about plans to rejuvenate Umo, Khalil said the party woul d get
nmore professionals to join.

"l have several other plans. Gve ne tine," he added.
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