24 MAY 1999
Senat e- Sweari ngi n
KHALI L AND PANDI KAR AM N SWORN | N AS SENATORS

KUALA LUMPUR, May 24 (Bernama) -- Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and Dat uk
Pandi kar Amin Mulia were sworn in as senators today.

The swearing-in cerenony was hel d before Dewan Negara president Tan Sri
Mohamed Ya' acob at the outset of the Dewan Negara's sitting.

Khalil took his oath of office first.

Khal il and Pandi kar Amin will then be able to assune their duties as
m ni sters as announced by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad in
a Cabi net reshuffle on Thursday.

Khalil, 61, fornerly Pahang Menteri Besar, has been appointed
I nformati on M ni ster while Pandi kar Am n, 46, has been appoi nted M nister
inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent.

Thei r appoi ntnents followed the resignation of Datuk Mohamed Rahnmat as
Information Mnister early this nonth and Dat uk Chong Kah Kiat as M nister
inthe Prime Mnister's Departnment in February to contest the Sabah
el ecti on.

In the reshuffle, Deputy Hone M nister Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir
al so repl aces Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k who resigned as Culture, Arts and
TourismM ni ster.

Khal il has al so been appoi nted as Ummo secretary-general, replacing
Sabbar uddi n who al so resigned fromthe post.

Later, when nmet by reporters at the | obby of Parlianent house, Khali
thanked the prime minister for his trust in himto rejoin the Cabinet.

"I appreciate the appointnent by the prinme nminister and furthernore,
given the trust to nove to the federal level to join the Cabinet," he said.

Khalil was Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment for two years
fromJuly 14, 1984 before bei ng appointed the ei ghth Pahang Menteri Besar
on Aug 14, 1986. He al so served as Deputy Education Mnister, from Apri
29, 1982.

"I have only now been appoi nted senator, so for further conments, |et
me first take my oath of office (as mnister) tonorrow," he said when asked
of his plans as mnister and the inportant post in the party.

Asked further on the matter, he said that he would need to neet and
have a di scussion with Mohaned on the mnistry' s plans.

"I have ideas for the mnistry but | feel it is appropriate for nme to
first be briefed and to have a discussion with the officers to get the
overall picture on the role of the mnistry," he said.

On his post as Umo secretary-general, Khalil said that he would
continue to contribute his services to the party inline with the
responsibility placed in him

On his general plan to be inplenented on assuming the post in the

party, he said: "I do have a general plan but let ne sone tine in this
initial stage to see what | feel should be inplenented".
Khal il was al so asked to comment on the appoi ntnent of state executive

council | or Datuk Adnan Yaakob as the Pahang Menteri Besar instead of Deputy
Menteri Besar Datuk Hasan Ariffin.

"The appointnent is nmade by the | eadership and posts to be assuned in
the government will involve appointnents. | believe the prinme mnister has
gi ven due consideration over the matter. It is within his power and the
prerogative of the prinme mnister," he said.

Meanwhi | e, Pandi kar Amin, when net by reporters, said that he had not
been i nforned of his portfolio.



He t hanked the prinme minister for his appointnent and pl edged to give
his best in the discharge of his duties.

Asked whet her his appointnment has to do with the Barisan National's
victory in the recent state election, he said: "Whether or not the BN s
success in Sabah is a factor in my appointment, | do not know. Only the PM
knows" .

Pandi kar Amin, who is president of Akar, a BN conponent party, said
that his appointnent reflected the political inclination of Dr Mahathir who
provi des an opportunity to groups, however small, to play arole in
nati on- bui | di ng.

"Thi s appointnent is not only a recognition for Akar, a small party,
but al so the people of Sabah," said Pandi kar Ami n, |eader of the Iranun
community in Sabah.

In the state el ection, Pandi kar Amin agreed not to be fielded in the
Tenmpasuk state constituency to give way to an Umo candi date, who
successfully contested the seat.
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