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Dai m PAS
KHARAJ PLAN AFFECTS | NVESTOR CONFI DENCE

SUNGAI PETANI, Dec 8 (Bernamm) -- The Terengganu PAS governnent's
proposal to introduce kharaj, a tax on non-Mislins' business activities,
has affected i nvestors' confidence to a certain extent, First Finance
M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n sai d today.

He said investors had privately expressed their concerns over the
matter.

"Although it is only a plan, they are really concerned as it could
affect them" he told reporters after attending the Merbok Bari san Nasi onal
(BN) thanksgiving tea at Sekol ah Kebangsaan Sungai Layar here.

PAS shoul d consi der very carefully and take note of the feelings of the
peopl e on the ground before introducing a new tax, he said.

"I'f not they would frighten the investors, and they would run to other
pl aces," he said.

However, investors' confidence was not badly affected as they renai ned
confident because the country was still governed by the BN, he said.

Dai m sai d people would resent if PAS introduced taxes which are not
popular with the najority of the people.

"If you just conme out with all kinds of statement and there is
resentnent, then people will say you have not considered very carefully.
You just rushed into things without thinking carefully. There nmust be
proper planning and research," he said.

On the other hand, the BN government planned very carefully and
obt ai ned feedback fromthe ground before introduci ng new policies, Daim
sai d.

Citing an exanple, he said the federal government held dial ogues with
all levels of society before preparing the budget.

Dai msaid the policies of the state and federal governnents coul d be
stream i ned through such bodi es as the National Finance Council for the
benefit of both parties.

If PAS had any ideas it should forward themto the council for
consi deration, he said.

Dai mwas al so asked to comment on DAP' s suggestion that the federa
governnent discuss the kharaj proposal with the Terengganu gover nnent.

"Why shoul d we? DAP should talk to them It is their partner in the
Al ternative Front," he said.

Dai mal so said he was leaving it to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad to decide on his position in the government although he
had previously expressed his wish to | eave the Cabi net.

"As a loyal party nenber, | leave all decisions to the party
| eadership. | do not |obby," said Daim who is Umo treasurer and MP for
Mer bok.

In his speech, Daimurged the victorious and defeated BN candi dates in
the recent general election not to |obby Dr Mahathir for posts or work.

"Previously sone people were | obbying to be candi dates. Now that they
have won they | obby for posts while those who | ost |obby for work," he
sai d.

Dai m sai d they shoul d be thankful for what they have and should al |l ow
Dr Mahathir to nmake his decisions wthout being bothered.

Present at the cerenmony were Qurun state assenbl ynan Datuk Beh Heng
Seong, Datuk V. Saravanan (Bukit Sel anbau) and Haj ah Rosnah Majid (Tanjung
Dawai ) .



These three state seats are located within the Merbok parlianmentary
constituency.
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