17 SEP 1999
Sports-Hang A iding (A special report)
KI NABALU CHALLENGE ' 99 PROVES M SI A CAN HOST WORLD MEET

By: Jackson Sawat an

KUNDASANG, Sept 17 (Bernama) -- Yes! Mpunt Kinabal u, Southeast Asia's
tall est peak, is an excellent venue for world-class hang gliding.

This is the verdict of international gliders after several test flights
in their preparation for the four-day Kinabal u Chall enge ' 99 Ml aysi an
I nvitational Hang didi ng Chanpi onshi p since yesterday.

They shoul d know because they are al so the very people and the big
nanes fromthe international hang gliding fraternity who will contest in
the inaugural world event at G eece's Munt O ynpus next year.

Bi g nanes |i ke world nunber one Manfred Ruhner of Austria and the world
record hol der in wonen's cross-country hang gliding, Australian Tove
Hei ney.

So why is their endorsenent so rel evant?

Because Mal aysia has offered to stage the second worl d hang gliding
chanpi onship in 2003 at Munt Ki nabal u.

Ki nabal u Chal | enge ' 99 deputy organi sing chairman Lt-Col (Rtd) Basir
Abdul Rahman said the gliders told himthe nountain is an excellent venue
for the sport.

"W will hold the prelinmnaries until the final on Sunday and fromthen
on we will know whether this nountain is good for the world chanpi onship

as for the gliders, they have tried the nountain and they just |oved
it," Basir said.

As part of preparations for the event, Basri hinmself clinbed the
mount ai n | ast June and i nstead of descending the usual way, he paraglided
down in order to see for hinself whether it was possible to hold the sports
her e.

"Paragliding is however different fromhang gliding but neverthel ess
am confident the hang gliding conpetition can be held here," said Basir

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, who is on a two-day
visit to Sabah, is schedul ed to open the inaugural Kinabalu Challenge '99
t oror r ow.

Contestants are required to take off from Mount Ki nabal u's Sout h Peak
at about 4,000m above sea | evel and glide at several checkpoints over
Kundasang before | anding at the Munt Kinabalu Golf C ub, sone 2,000m away.

They concurred that what nakes Mount Kinabalu different from other hang
gliding venues is the height.

"This is fantastic because it is so high, in other places we only fly
at 2,000 feet (600m and here it is 6,000 feet (2,000m. So it is really
hi gh," said the 31-year-ol d Hei ney.

Worl d nunber one Ruhner, 34, agreed: "I can't say it is nore difficult
here but the height is certainly higher...its excellent, | love it."

The Austrian said Muunt Kinabalu is not only good for gliding
conpetitions but also for recreational gliding over the scenic countryside.
Hang gliding sport is basically divided into speed and cross-country
categories and the Kinabalu Challenge '99 is a speed-gliding chanpionship.

No one can explain speed-gliding better than Murray Rose, the
Federation of Aeronautics International (FAI) Wrld Hang A iding Series
vi ce president and inventor of the speed glider.

"It's alnost the sane as ski racing, only this is airborne and it is
very fast...it is forrmula one race with formula one gliders. They can cone,
sonmetines, to as low as 30cmfromthe ground and they are doi ng 150km per
hour," he sai d.



"The fastest to cross the finishing will win," said Rose who started
hang gliding in 1972.

He designed his own hang glider for the sheer thrill of flying very | ow
and very fast.

"So | invented speed gliding and put it to the pilots and asked them
how they like to do this...all the top pilots just loved doing it," he
sai d.

That was how speed gliding cane into being and later in 1995 it becane
a conpetitive and endurance sport.

FAl assigned its representative Noel Wiittall to observe the
conmpetition which is jointly organi sed by Touri sm Mal aysi a, the Youth and
Sports Mnistry, Aerospace |Industries Ml aysia Sdn Bhd and the Sabah state
gover nnent .

- - BERNAMA

JS ZUL ryn



	KINABALU CHALLENGE '99 PROVES M'SIA CAN HOST WORLD MEET (Bernama 17/09/1999)

