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El ecti on- Ki nabal u ( News Focus)
KI NABALU -- A NEW BEG NNI NG FOR THE KADAZANDUSUNS

By: Jackson Sawat an

RANAU, Nov 25 (Bernama) -- Henry Aling, 31, has |ost count the nunber
of times he has travelled along the road connecting this highland town and
the state capital Kota Kinabal u, sone 110km away.

Still, each tinme he passes the road al ong the Kundasang sub-district,
he must catch a glinpse of mgjestic Muunt Kinabal u, standing proudly 4,095m
above sea | evel and the highest peak in Southeast Asia.

"The mountain never fails to captivate nme each tine. The sheer beauty,
the mass of rocks, the waterfall alnpbst a hundred netres high at the foot
of the mountain, the highland trees surrounding it. It's sinply
captivating," he said.

If he is driving in his 1991 Proton Saga, he will switch off the
air-conditioner upon reaching the vicinity of Kundasang and wi nd down t he
wi ndows of the car so that he can feel the refreshing cool breeze.

These days however, the mountain is not the only reason many peopl e
t hroughout Sabah are focusing their attention on this district, which,
according to the Kadazandusun folklore, is the community's place of origin.

The big thing happening in this area is none other than the politica
battl e taking place between the Barisan Nasional (BN) and the opposition
Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) for the Kinabalu parlianmentary seat in the
country's 10th general election on Monday.

The three-way battle there is interesting |argely due to severa
factors, one being the choice of candidates while the other is the
significance of the constituency to the future of the Kadazandusuns as a
whol e.

The BN candidate in Kinabalu is the United Pasok Monmogun Kadazandusun
Organi sati on (UPKO president, Tan Sri Bernard Donpok while PBS is banking
on its divisional chief Janimn Saliun to retain the seat.

Anot her candidate in the fray is independent aspirant, Wasimn Rashi m

The opposition is capitalising fully on Donpok moving away fromhis
tradi ti onal Penanpang seat.

To the opposition, the issue is none other than Donpok being an
"outsider” but for UPKO and | argely the Kadazandusuns, Donpok's candi dacy
in the constituency signifies a new political beginning for the community.

Drawi ng parallel froma Kadazandusun's fol kl ore, a Kadazandusun teacher
said the contest in Kinabalu synbolises "the second journey" for the
community to seek a solid footing in the country's nai nstream devel opnent .

"According to the folklore, our first journey started when our great
great grandfather was asked to travel fromthe foot of Munt Kinabalu to
seek fortune in various parts of this notherland. Still, the Kadazandusun
of today has yet to find strong footing in the country," he said.

Not wi t st andi ng t he many successes achi eved by the conmunity, nuch stil
needs to be "journeyed", especially in politics, he argued.

"Politically, we are the ones who |lost the nost in the March state
el ection. W& voted heavily for PBS hoping to return the party to power...we
were wong. The great irony is, not only that PBS failed to return to
power, we, in turn, |lost what we already have at that tine -- that is the
strong representation in the BN governnent," he said.

Now wi t h Donpok contesting in Kinabalu, the Kadazandusuns are | ooking
at starting anew, politically, this tine with an aimof getting the
community to be anong the maj or player in the country's economic
devel opnent .



Ki nabal u has 26,081 voters, nostly Kadazandusuns and i s conpri sed of
Ranau and Kundasang state constituencies. BN won Ranau whil e Kundasang went
to PBSwith a slimmgjority in the March state el ection.

A Donpok ai de sai d canpai gning was brisk in the area with opposition
party resorting to attacki ng Donpok personally.

"They could not conme up with a good issue to counter the calls by UPKO
for the Kadazandusuns to unite and be in the mainstream" the aide said.

Donpok, however kept his cool, knowing that at the end of it all, what
really mattered was the ability to bring changes and devel opnent into the
area, which holds great prom se as a prem er tourist destination.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad, during a brief visit
here yesterday, said the tine had cone for the Kadazandusun community in
Sabah to play a bigger role in the country's admnistration along with the
ot her races.

He al so said that PBS could no | onger be depended on to represent them
as the opposition party had nerely been using racial sentinents all these
while for the personal interests of their |eaders.

"l urge Kadazandusuns to support and vote for their leaders in the BN
in next Monday's general election to protect their interests," he said.

In politics, the Kadazandusuns, irrespective of their religions, have
al ways been an inportant factor in Sabah especially in contributing towards
the formati on of a strong governnent.

Yet the community seened not to have much say as far as their econonic
wel | - bei ng i s concer ned.

Per haps, they have not gone far enough as what their great great
grandf at her has asked themto do.

Perhaps the tinme has really conme for the Kadazandusuns to start a new
journey, not a physical one, but an attitudinal or nental journey to the
pi nnacl e of the nation's econom c devel oprent .
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