23 DEC 1999
Ki ng- Japan
KI NG SENDS BI RTHDAY GREETI NGS TO EMPEROR AKI HI TO

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 23 (Bernamm) -- Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sultan
Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah has congratul ated Enperor Aki hito of Japan on
the occasion of his 66th birthday today.

The King said he and Raja Permai suri Agong Tuanku Siti Ai shah were
optim stic that under Akihito's reign Japan woul d continue to enjoy peace,
stability and prosperity.

In his message to Aki hito, Sultan Sal ahuddi n expressed the hope that
the warm and cl ose rel ati ons between Kual a Lunmpur and Tokyo woul d be
further strengthened in the future.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad, in a nessage to his
counterpart Keizo Qouchi, said under Akihito Japan had achi eved trenendous
progress and prosperity.

Its | eading edge technol ogy was a source of inspiration and admration
for all Asians, he said.

He said Mal aysia al so wel coned Japan's strong commitnent as a devel oped
nation to play its role in regional and international affairs that would
undoubtedly | ead to greater cohesion, prosperity and stability in the
region and the world at |arge.

"On this happy occasion, allow nme to convey ny appreciation to you and
your governnent for the assistance and support rendered to Ml aysia during
the financial and econonic crisis," Dr Mahathir said.

He sai d Japan's commendabl e action had i ndeed contri buted nuch to
Mal aysi a' s econoni c recovery.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar al so sent simlar
greetings to his Japanese counterpart Yohei Kono.

The texts of the congratul atory nessages were rel eased by Wsma Putra.
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