14 DEC 1999
Agong- Recita
KI NG URGES MUSLI M5 TO STRI VE FOR EXCELLENCE

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 14 (Bernama) -- Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sultan
Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah has urged Muslinms to be united and to pool their
resources to devel op the conmunity and the country to achi eve excel |l ence.

He said trivial matters and di fferences of opinion that benefitted
certain individuals or small groups of people should be put aside to
achi eve the bigger objectives of the Muslins.

"That is why Allah prohibits quarrels anmong foll owers as these could
weaken the Miuslins," he said when opening the 41st International Quranic
Reciters' Assenbly at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre, here tonight.

Sul tan Sal ahuddin said unity was the main factor for any community in
bui I di ng strength and subsequently strive towards progress and prosperity.
Twenty-seven qgari and 16 gariah from 28 countries took part in the

assenbly this year with the theme "Success Through Unity of Ummah".
Mal aysi a was represented by Che Yahaya Daud from Kel antan and Maznah Awang
from Ter engganu

Al so present were Raja Pernmaisuri Agong Tuanku Siti Ai shah, Prine
M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohd Ali, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi and his
wife Datin Seri Endon Mahnood. The event was tel ecast |ive by Radio
Tel evi si on Mal aysi a.

The King said the participation of every strata of society including
technocrats, bureaucrats, |eaders and the rakyat in a united front was
crucial in achieving excellence by redoubling efforts and grabbing the
opportunities available to progress together guided by Islamc principles.

In line with the rapid progress taking place in the world, the Miuslim
community could not afford to remai n stagnant and nove slowly, he said.

He described the International Quranic Reciters' Assenbly organi sed by
t he Mal aysi an government every year as significant in fostering unity anong
Musl i mcountri es.

Sul tan Sal ahuddi n sai d through the assenbly, nost Muslimcountries
could participate by sending their representatives to gather at one pl ace
and foster closer rapport during the short period here.

Last year, Mhamad Gandom Naj ad Toosi fromlran energed as the chanpi on
gari whil e Sapi ah Mohd from Mal aysi a was the chanpi on gari ah
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