19 MAR 1999

KI NG MAHATHI R CONGRATULATE TUNI SI AN PRESI DENT

KUALA LUMPUR, March 19 (Bernama) -- The Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Ja' af ar today congratul ated President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali on the
occasion of Tunisia s national day.

"We are confident that the close ties of friendship and cooperation
bet ween our two countries will continue to be strengthened for the nutual
benefit of the peoples of Malaysia and Tunisia,” his majesty said in his
congrat ul at ory nmessage.

The Foreign Mnistry said in a statement that Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad al so sent a similar nessage to his counterpart Dr Haned
Kar oui .

Dr Mahathir said he | ooked forward to consolidating further the close
ties that existed between Ml aysi a and Tuni si a.

"l hope that in the conming years Tunisia will continue to enjoy greater
progress and prosperity," he said.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar also sent a simlar
message to his counterpart Said Ben Mistapha, the statenent added.
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