22 JUL 1999

KOTA BAHARU Al RPORT TO HAVE NEW TERM NAL

KOTA BAHARU, July 22 (Bernama) -- Construction of the new term nal
building of the Sultan Ismail Petra airport in Pengkal an Chepa here will
begin in Septenber and is expected to be conpleted in 20 nont hs.

Mal aysia Airports Bhd chairman Tan Sri Bashir Isnmail said the
geonetri cal - shaped buil ding, costing RVbO million, would have two | evel s.

"W will also expand the aircraft parking area to enable five B737
pl anes to be parked at the sane time," he said at the ground- breaking
cerermony for the new terminal buil ding.

The cerenony was perforned by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad who is on a two-day visit to Kel antan.

Bashir said Malaysia Airports would al so expand the exit road in front
of the building to four |anes to overcone the present congestion.

"l believe the new airport termnal building will becone a new | andmark
in Kelantan and will help to promote devel opnent in this district," he
sai d.

The pre-war Sultan Ismail Petra airport, the busiest in the east coast
of the peninsula, handl es an average of 28 arrivals and departures a day.
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