08 SEP 1999
Umo- Razal ei gh
KU LI CAN ATTEND SUPREME COUNCI L MEETI NGS, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 8 (Bernamm) -- Ummo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad announced toni ght that Kelantan Ummo |iaison chief Tengku Razal ei gh
Hanzah can attend suprenme council neetings, a nove to enhance the Barisan
Nasi onal ' s preparations for the general election.

"We've decided to all ow Tengku Razaleigh to sit in the neetings,
the Prime Mnister after chairing the council's nmeeting here.

He said the decision was made in line with Tengku Razal ei gh's position
as the Kel antan Umo head who had played a big role in the state.

"Tengku Razal eigh will also contribute during the el ection canpai gns
and hence, he shoul d know what we di scuss in the suprene council," he said.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked on Tengku Razal ei gh's perfornmance since he
t ook over the Kel antan Umo | eadership on June 20.

"1 find himto be effective as he can pool the Umo resources in
Kel antan. He seemto receive good response," he said.

Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Adnan Yaakob, who is not a suprene counci
menber, has al so been allowed to attend the neeting.

Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob is still the Pahang Umo
Li ai son chi ef and State BN chai r nan.

Fol | owi ng toni ght's deci sion, Tengku Razal eigh is expected to attend
t he next supreme council neeting.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Tengku Razal ei gh's effective | eadership was evi dent
when the PAS-1ed Kel antan governnent sought his assistance to ask the
federal government to wite off the state government's debts.

On Saturday, Kelantan Menteri Besar's political secretary Husam Misa
appeal ed to the good office of Tengku Razal ei gh to help influence the
federal government to waive the state governnent's RVb50 million in unpaid
debts.

Asked whet her the federal government was prepared to do so, Dr Mahathir
saidin jest: "This matter need to be referred to First Finance M nister
Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked on a report in the New York-based "The \Wal
Street Journal™ which quoted nost fund managers as saying that a "dom nant
victory" for the BN coalition would be better for the | ocal stock market.

He said: "It shows that they are confident with the BN, I'mal so
surprised. Earlier, they were not that confident but now they are. W are
t hankful . "
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