20 JUL 1999
Mahat hir-Capita
KUALA LUMPUR REMAI NS AS MALAYSI A' S CAPI TAL, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

JITRA, July 20 (Bernamm) -- Kuala Lunmpur will remain as the capital of
Mal aysia while Putrajaya will be part of the federal capital, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad sai d today.

He said Kual a Lunpur would be the commercial capital and Putrajaya, the
adm ni strative capital

He said this when asked to conmment on his speech this norning that
Putraj aya woul d be the new federal capital one day.

Replying in a question at a news conference at the end of his two-day
visit of Kedah, Dr Mahathir said: "W will not change, this (Kuala Lunpur)
is the commercial capital while that (Putrajaya) is the admnistrative
capi tal

"It (Putrajaya) is part of the capital. It is a town specially created
as the country's administrative centre. It is not squatting on anot her
town. W don't deny Kual a Lunmpur's role.

"Kual a Lunpur grew as a mning village and later the British chose
Kual a Lunpur as the capital. It's not really our choice, not the choice of
Mal aysi ans or the Malay rulers," he said.

Havi ng a conmercial and an admi nistrative capital was al so practised in
ot her countries, he said.

He cited as exanples the United States whose conmercial capital is New
York while its adm nistrative capital and Australia with Ml bourne and
Sydney as its comrercial capitals and Canberra as its admi nistrative
capi tal
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