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KUANTAN LASS MAKES WAVES | N | NDI AN MEDI CAL HI STORY

By: Halim Taib

KUALA LUMPUR: Al npbst unknown by nost Ml aysi ans, a conely 25-year-old
| ass from Kuantan not only earned her nedical degree but al so created
history in India by bagging the nost nunber of awards ever.

Dr Chan Pek Lui, a government scholar, stole the linmelight at the 34th
annual convocation of Bangal ore University on Feb 23 this year when she had
to go up the stage 19 tinmes to receive 13 gold nedals and six awards for
her academi ¢ achi evenents in the MBBS coursel

Pek Lui, who is now serving as a nedical officer at Tengku Ampuan Afzan
Hospital in Kuantan, drew the biggest round of applause at the function
when it was announced that she had won the hi ghest nunber of nedals and
awards in the history of the university, and probably in the world second
nost popul ous nati on.

Her extraordi nary achi evemrent was not only highlighted and widely
covered by nost of the local daily newspapers either in English or Kannada,
the Karnat aka state dialect, but also pronpted Bangal ore University to
create an award of academic excellence in the formof a gold nedal naned
after her.

Asked about the secret behi nd her success, she said, "I wanted to be a
doctor since nmy chil dhood days and thank God, | nade it after all

"I always work hard and | give ny best in whatever | do," said Pek Lui
who was also the first foreigner to secure the first class in MBBS in
Bangal ore Uni versity.

The 13 gold nedals and six awards were sponsored by different
i ndi vi dual s and organi sations for the highest marks in the MBBS
examam nations and i n various subjects.

The gol d nedal s and awards were the Bangal ore Gold Medal ; the
Sri.S.L.Bhatia Gold Medal ; the Mysore Medi cal Education Gold Medal; the Dr.
(Snt.) C. V Shankaranbal Gold Medal; the Rajasevasakthi Dr.S.P Nayarana Rao
Menorial Gold Medal; the Victoria Hospital Gol den Jubil ee Commenoration
Gold Medal ; the Dr. (Ms) Kamal a Menon Gold Medal ; the Dr. Authi Keshval u
Mernorial Gold Medal .

The Smt. Muni yamma & Thi mmai ah Gol d Medal ; the Ms. Surma Jayamm Menori al
Gold Medal ; the Sri Dodda Manl egowda & Smt. Parvat hanma Cash Prize; the
Sri.B. K Garudachar Centenary Conmenoration Prize; the Snt. T.Rajanma Cash
Prize; the Sri.T.R Shamanna Prize; the Sri.Agrahara Chowdappa Gol d Medal
the Sri.R Gundura CGold Medal ; the National Congress of India Association of
Medi cal M crobi ol ogi st Award; the Snt. Meenakshanma Kaverappa Gol d Meda
and the XXth Joi nt Annual Conference of Physicians Prize.

These nedal s and awards were for excellence in subjects |ike "Medicine,
Surgery, Physiol ogy and Pat hol ogy", "Preventive and Soci al Medicine",

"M crobi ol ogy" "Dermat ol ogy" and " Anat ony".

In recognition of her brilliant performance, the Pahang state
governnent awarded her with a medal at a special cerenbny in Kuantan on
March 4. The state governnent was represented by Deputy Menteri Besar Datuk
Hassan Ariffin.

A Mal aysian father, Ali Mamat, who was there to witness the convocation
of his daugther Ruzila at the sane university, said he could not hel p but
feel proud of Pek Lui for the glory she brought to the country.

"I felt particularly proud because Pek Lui was ny daugther's house mate
and | can tell you that she meant business when it cane to studying," said
Ali.



Pek Lui was one of the 120 nedi cal students sponsored by the Ml aysian
governnent to pursue medical studies in India. She was anong the 50
students offered schol arshi ps by the Public Services Departnment to further
her studies in nmedicine in Bangal ore for seven years beginning in 1991

Together with several of her Ml aysian coll eagues, she enrolled in M
S. Ranmi ah Medi cal Col |l ege, one of the private institutions of higher
| earni ng i n Bangal ore.

Pek Lui said, "My profession as a doctor nore or |less has sonething to
do with the great achievenents of our Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharad.

"l always admre and appreciate what Dr Mahathir has done either in his
career in nedicine or in |eadership and this has spurred nme in ny quest for

success, " said the former student of Sekol ah Menengah Tengku Afzan,
Kuant an.
Anot her reason, she said, "I always realise that the people of

Mal aysi a, especially the tax-payers, were sponsoring ny studi es and so
don't want to disappoint them"

The only daughter of businessman Chan Ki m Hoon, 54, Pek Lui is also the
only doctor in the famly. Her nother, Tey Chin Hwa, 51, is a housew fe.

Her only el der brother is working as a chef in Tangling C ub

Si ngapor e.

Pek Lui said she still wants to further her studies |ater, but at the
monent she has yet to decide on the specialisation

Asked on why she chose to work in Kuantan Hospital, she said, "I have

een away fromhonme for too |l ong (seven years) and nowis the tinme for ne
to be together with nmy famly."

"I have to learn a lot of new things in Kuantan Hospital from ny
speci ali st seniors, nurses and patients," said Pek Lui.

"No doubt | nmay be good in studies but I know!| will have to work hard
inny job," she said

Asked whet her she would go into politics later like Dr Mahahtir, she
said, "It is sonething very hard to conment on."

According to her nother Tey, Pek Lui was a very hardworking and a
dedi cated girl since she was a child.

She said Pek Lui seenmed to succeed in whatever she did, and she
achi eved 9As in her SPMresults in 1990.

"I never asked ny daughter or nmy son to choose their profession,
everything is at their own choice and interest,"” Tey said.

She said since her daughter |iked to be a doctor, the whole fam |y had
supported and encouraged her in her career.

Tey al so thanked the governnment for the schol arship and she hoped her
daughter could serve the public and the nation as expected. -- Bernanmm
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