06/ 07/ 1999
Kyrgyz seeks direct MASflights to its capital Bishkek

Lokman Mansor
THE Republ i c of Kyrgyz has proposed that Malaysia Airlines fly directly to
its capital Bishkek and use it as atransit point for flights between
Europe and East Asia, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi sai d.
He said this proposal was made by its Deputy Prinme M nister and M ni ster
of Trade and I ndustry Esengul Onuralier, who is on a six-day visit to
Mal aysi a.
Speaking to reporters after a cl osed-door neeting with Qruralier in
Putraj aya yesterday, Abdul | ah said the Kyrgyz | eader described the
proposal as a good opportunity for Malaysia Airlines.
Kyrgyz, which gai ned i ndependence fromRussia in the early 1990s, is
currently undergoi ng econom ¢ refornmns.
These reforns are partly based on a report submtted by Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad to the Governnent in 1997.
The report was prepared foll owi ng a study by the Econom ¢ Pl anni ng Unit
on econoni ¢ devel opment and opportunities in Kyrgyz.
"The report neets the needs of various econom c sectors in the country.
"He (Oruaralier) told me that they are doing this in stages, and hopes
that trade and i nvestnent between our two countries can be further
enhanced, " Abdul | ah sai d.
A joint conm ssion had al so been established to oversee the
i mpl ement ati on of recomendati ons fromthe report.
Abdul | ah sai d t he comm ssi on has net but coul d not di scl ose the progress
of econonic reforms so far.
"It is too early to say whether they are successful or not.
"We ourselves are al so interested to know how far Kyrgyz has succeeded
in economic reformbased on this report,” he added.
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