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Funds
LACK OF SURPLUS FUND DELAYS STATE PRQJIECTS, SAYS OSU

KOTA Kl NABALU, May 11 (Bernamm) -- States |ike Sabah cannot avoid
del ays in inplenenting devel opnent projects because it does not have
surplus funds and is totally dependent on the state revenue, Chief M nister
Dat uk Gsu Sukam sai d t oday.

This prevented projects frombeing carried out right away at the
begi nning of the year, unlike the case at the federal |evel where surplus
funds were avail abl e, he said.

" In Sabah, we don't have substantial reserves. As such we've to eke
out allocations fromthe state revenue for each year," Osu said.

This al so explai ned the usually sl ow paced i npl enentation of projects
inthe first quarter of the year, just upon approval of allocations, said
OCsu who is al so state Finance M nister.

He was approached by reporters here for comments on Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad's directive that mnistries use this year's
surplus fund to get their projects started on schedul e.

Earlier, Osu,who is Sabah Umo |iaison chief, officiated at a
flag-raising cerenony to mark Umo's 53rd anni versary today.

' As such projects get del ayed nore because of the state governnent's
inability to settle paynents to contractors than the fault of district
officers," he said.

Gsu said next nmonth's special neeting of the Inplenentation and
Coordi nation Unit (ICU which Sabah is hosting, woul d di scuss ways to
accel erate rural devel opnent projects.

District and other state governnent officers are expected to attend the
meet i ng.

Bei ng catal ysts for district-Ievel devel opment, district officers could
not ignore projects already identified and as well grass-root problens, he
sai d.

OGsu al so said he would leave it to the people of Sabah to decide
whet her they want to retain or abolish the current systemof a two-year
rotation of the chief nministership anong | eaders of the state Barisan
Nasi onal

" As for me and Umo, ny main task is to make sure that in these two
years, we do our utnost to develop the state and i nprove the ot of the
peopl e,” he added.
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