15/ 03/ 1999

Langkawi nuseuma dreamcone true for artist |brahim

LANGKAW , Sun. - Nestled in the forest reserve of Macincang in Datai here,
the recentl y-opened | brahi mHussei n Foundati on nuseumis a dreamcone true
for the nation's forenost artist Datuk |brahi mHussein.

"I't's amuseumunli ke others. It will cater to nmultifaceted disciplines
of painting, fine arts, nusic, poetry, scul pture and dances, " said | brahim
who turned 63 yesterday.

The dreamto set up the nuseumbegan to take shape in 1987 when he was
invited by First Finance M nister Tun Dai mDai m Zai nuddin to do so
foll owed by the | aunchi ng of the | brahi mHussei n Museumand Cul t ur al
Foundation in 1992 by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The tax-exenpt donations came up to RVMb mllion, with | argest sumof RM
mllion comng fromthe late Tan Sri Loh Boon Si ew.

Daim who is joint chai rman of Langkawi Devel opnent Authority, al so
asked Hussein to | ook for a suitable site on the island.

After three days and nights, he cane up with the ideal site. Sandw ched
bet ween Gunung Maci ncang and t he Andanan Sea adj acent to Pasir Tengkor ak,
18 hectares were alienated for the project.

Construction of the nuseumbegan i n Decenber 1997 and was conpl et ed | ast
year.

Though | ocated far fromtown, |brahi mdoes not see this as an obstacle
to attract art |overs.

Kedah- born | brahi mwho has gai ned i nternational fame and acclaim
described the nuseumas "a | egacy for all Ml aysians" with an
i nternational concept.

The museum houses t he works of | brahi mover the past 11 years and not
previously exhibited either | ocally or overseas. Anbng t hemare 25 which
he had earlier givento his wife, Sim and daughter Alia.
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