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LI D- Medi a (A Bernama news focus)
"LANGKAW REVELATI ON' PROVES WESTERN MEDI A WRONG ALL ALONG

By: E. Sivabal an

LANGKAW , July 26 (Bernama) -- \Wen Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
attacked the Western nedia for msreporting about Ml aysia, his detractors
accused himof trying to cover up the country's "problens" but how does one
justify that when alnost half the African continent shares his views.

Today, the world, at |east the devel oping nations, are beginning to
recogni se and understsnd, yet again, that the prine mnister has been right
all al ong about how the Western nedi a have been "naughty", or rather nasty
in their reporting.

And he is definitly not alone, not anynore.

It is only at the ongoing fourth Langkawi International D al ogue (LID)
here that the "dark side" of the Western nedia was revealed to the world
al t hough the CNN was not there for coverage.

Sone of Africa's influential |eaders such as Zi nbabwe President Robert
Mugabe and Nani bi an President Dr Sam Nujonma, for the first time, openly and
in the presence of local and international journalists, |anbasted certain
Western nedia for distorting the facts about their countries.

Riots, racial tension, corruption and dictatorship have been anong the
favourite story line for the Western nedia when it cones to reporting about
devel opi ng countries so much so that Sudanese President Lt Gen Omar Hassan
Ahmad had to ask: "Has anybody heard anyt hi ng good about Sudan.”

The African | eaders were relating their experience on the antics of the
Western nedia at a special dialogue with senior news editors fromAfrica
and Mal aysia at the LID.

But it was not a Western nedi a- bashing as woul d have been assuned by
BBC s managi ng editor for Wrld Service, Southeast Asia and the Pacific
region, Chris Greene who was the sole Wstern nedia representative at the
speci al di al ogue.

Incidentally, Geene also took part in the lively discussion which was
supposed to discuss the role of the media in forging smart partnership with
gover nnent s.

The other African | eaders who participated in the special dial ogue were
Bot swana president Festus G Mbgae, King Mswati 111 of Swazil and, Mzanbi que
presi dent Joaqui m Al berto Chi ssano, Lesotho Prime Mnister P.B.Msisili and
South African vice president J.Zuna

O her | eaders include Seychelles vice president James Alix M chel

Duri ng the one-hour special dialogue, the | eaders diverted the nedia's
attention fromsmart partnership to their role, particularly the Western
medi a i n mai ntai ni ng peace, eradicating poverty, etc.

VWi le | ocking their eyes at the BBC correspondent nost of the time, the
| eaders did not waste nmuch tinme in attacking the Western nedia for their
bi ased reporting, portraying the African continent as racially-divided so
much so that Dr Mahathir had not hing much to add

VWhen Chi ssano took great pains to appeal to the nmedia of the North to
report accurately about his country and other South countries, it rem nded
many fromthe local nedia fraternity about how it would have been for Dr
Mahat hir .

(hservers said the fact that the African | eaders have openly criticised
the Western nmedia clearly showed that they were di sgusted and did not w sh
to remain silent anynore.

"They are now |l i ke going on a crusade agai nst the Western nedi a,” says
one nedia anal yst from Afri ca.



They however did not believe that this would change anything as the
Western nedia would continue with their "agenda" irrespective of whether
their reports have been causing or escalating racial tension around the
worl d, particularly in the devel opi ng nations.

But, the "Langkawi Revel ation" has proved that Dr Mahathir has never

been wwong in his judgnent about the Western nmedia, they added.
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